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Marianne Gedigian, Professor of Flute and holder of the Butler Professorship in Music at The University of Texas 
at Austin Butler School of Music, was a regular performer with the Boston Symphony Orchestra for over a 
decade, including several seasons as Acting Principal Flute under Seiji Ozawa. As Principal Flute with the Bos-
ton Pops Esplanade Orchestra and Acting Principal Flute with the Boston Pops, Ms. Gedigian has been heard 
on dozens of recordings and Evening at Pops television broadcasts as well as the nationally broadcast Fourth 
of July specials. She has also been heard on several John Williams’ movie scores, including Saving Private Ryan 
and Schindler’s List . In the 2000 – 2001 season, Ms. Gedigian was invited by Mariss Jansons to perform as 
Acting Principal Flute with the Pittsburgh Symphony Orchestra. Her solo performances have taken her around 
the world, including recitals in Japan, Australia, England, and Armenia.   She has appeared as concerto soloist 
numerous times with the Boston Pops Orchestra and with the Armenian Philharmonic performing her own transcription of the Kha-
chaturian Violin Concerto. She was featured with Ian Anderson of Jethro Tull fame in a performance at the Berklee College of Music in 
Boston. Ms. Gedigian has been a featured soloist and teacher at numerous National Flute Association conventions across the coun-
try, and she is a frequent recitalist and teacher for flute clubs in the United States, Australia, Japan, and England. 

Ms. Gedigian has been first prize winner in the National Flute Association’s Young Artist Competition and the James Pappoutsakis 
Memorial Flute Competition. She keeps an active schedule as a chamber musician as a founding member of the Boston-based Wal-
den Chamber Players.  She was formerly a member of the Dorian Wind Quintet. Her solo recordings include Voice of the Flute and 
Revolution, both with pianist Rick Rowley. 

Ms. Gedigian is on the summer faculty at the Brevard Music Center, and she has served on the faculties of Boston University’s Col-
lege of Fine Arts, The Boston Conservatory, the Round Top International Institute, and the Tanglewood Music Center. Ms. Gedigian’s 
teachers include Leone Buyse, Doriot Anthony Dwyer, Clement Barone, and Donna Olkowski. 

Pianist Rick Rowley ’s musical life is characterized by variety. Last season he performed MacDowell’s Piano 
Concerto No. 2 with Peter Bay and the Austin Symphony Orchestra and Bernstein’s “Age of Anxiety” with the 
University of Texas Symphony Orchestra and guest conductor, Marcelo Lehninger. He was pianist for the Hou-
ston Saengerbund’s German Lieder competition and the French American Vocal Academy’s Grand Concours 
du Chant for French Art Song. He continues to appear in numerous solo and chamber music concerts and has 
been presenting the complete Mozart Piano Sonatas for the Mozart Festival Texas in San Antonio. 

Mr. Rowley has made several recordings of solo piano repertoire, chamber music and art songs. His second 
CD with flutist Marianne Gedigian was one of the first recordings issued on the UT Longhorn label. He has 

recorded piano music of Chopin, Liszt, Granados, Mompou and American composers David Guion, Richard Cumming, Aaron Copland 
and Samuel Barber. His recordings with sopranos Cheryl Parrish and Mela Dailey also feature music of American composers. Last 
spring he performed with Charles Villarrubia in a video of works for tuba and piano by Sulek and Marcello. 

Mr. Rowley is on the faculty of the Butler School of Music at the University of Texas. He coaches singers and works with 
collaborative pianists.  He has taught classes in German, French and American art song; singing and acting for musical theater; and a 
history of musical theater on Broadway. He has appeared twice as soloist with Gerhardt Zimmermann and the UTSO and performed 
concerti of Mozart and Beethoven with student ensembles and conductors. He is heard frequently on broadcasts of live 
performances from the BSOM, and his solo piano performances have earned him the Austin Critics’ Table award for Instrumentalist 
of the Year and 10 Best Performances of Music and Dance by the Austin Chronicle.   

As the result of an equestrian accident, Mr. Rowley did not play publicly for several years. During that time, he became involved in 
theater and has been part of over 50 productions as actor, director and musical director. He has acted in plays ranging from Shake-
speare and Marivaux to first productions of contemporary playwrights. In addition to performing and teaching for FAVA in France, 
he directed Mozart’s two one-act operas, Bastien und Bastienne and Der Schauspieldirektor, for their program in Salzburg. He has 
appeared with the Austin Symphony as an actor in two “Beyond the Score” presentations and an evening dedicated to the music of 
Silvestre Revueltas. He played the role of Frosch in a production of Die Fledermaus at the Butler Opera Center and continues to be a 
frequent speaker in concerts involving the spoken word. 

 

We are delighted to announce that Marianne Gedigian, flutist, and Rick Rowley, pianist,  
will be the featured performers at the October luncheon.    

Their program includes Mozart’s Andante in C major and Rondo in D major for flute and piano,  
selections from Six Lieder for flute and piano (Schubert), and Concertino for flute and piano (Chaminade). 

http://musicclubaustin.org/


 

Editors: Marie White, Carolyn McColloch, Marcia Edwards   2 

M e m b e r  Ne ws  

Po e t r y  C o r n e r  

Janie Keys 

President’s Message 

Hello once again!   I hope all of you had a summer that was to your liking, be it restful, or exciting, 
or adventurous, or just COOL.   Ahead of us is a year of excellent programs.  It begins with a perfor-
mance by Marianne Gedigian, flute, and Rick Rowley, piano, at the Fall Luncheon, and ends with the 
Wilcox Maurer competition winners at the May Luncheon.  You can read all about what happens in-

between in the new yearbook.  
 
About the yearbook:  it will be available at the Fall Luncheon and at the first general meeting at Triumphant Love Lu-
theran Church on October 17th.  If you are unable to come to either event, it will be mailed to you.  Take a while to ad-
mire it.  It represents months of planning, updating, and editing on the part of Yearbook Committee Chair Marie White 
and her committee.  Many thanks to Marie and her committee for producing a beautiful yearbook.   
 
The summer break for WMMC was filled with committee meetings (sandwiched around the committee members' travel 
plans), which are the groups that make our club tick.  The Yearbook Committee, the Program Committee, the Finance 
Committee, Wilcox Maurer, Fielder Grant, Communications, Membership, all were doing their jobs.  It was dedicated 
work to bring the best results.  As our program year resumes, other committees essential to the smooth running of our 
club become active:  Hospitality, House, Community Service, Junior Clubs, Nominating (this is the year they search for a 
new group of officers!), and Orientation.  It bears repeating: dedicated work to bring the best results.  And for that, I am 
grateful. 
 
The Fall Luncheon is Friday, October 5th.   If you haven't already, it's not too late to mail your reservation check ($25) to 
Gena Tabery, 1300 Crystal Creek 78746. The deadline for making a reservation is this Friday, September 28th.  I hope to 
see you there.   

I Hear America Singing by Walt Whitman (1819 – 1892) 

I hear America singing, the varied carols I hear, 
Those of mechanics, each one singing his as it should be blithe and strong, 
The carpenter singing his as he measures his plank or beam, 
The mason singing his as he makes ready for work, or leaves off work, 
The boatman singing what belongs to him in his boat, the deckhand singing on the steamboat deck, 
The shoemaker singing as he sits on his bench, the hatter singing as he stands, 
The wood-cutter’s song, the ploughboy’s on his way in the morning, or at noon intermission or at sundown, 
The delicious singing of the mother, or of the young wife at work, or of the girl sewing or washing, 
Each singing what belongs to him or her and to none else, 
The day what belongs to the day—at night the party of young fellows, robust, friendly, 
Singing with open mouths their strong melodious songs. 

 

Thought for the Day:  “Try to be the rainbow in someone’s cloud.”  Maya Angelou 

Catherine Van Zanten recently had successful mitral valve heart surgery.  She is home now, and is feeling stronger 

every day.  She will be taking it easy for several months until the surgeon discharges her.  It will also be some weeks 

before the surgeon gives her the go ahead to play the violin.  Cards and well wishes are welcome.   
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Events Calendar 
Central Texas Medical Orchestra  - ctmorchestra.org   
Sept. 29, 7:30 PM - Westover Hills Church of Christ, 8332 Mesa Drive 
HAAM Benefit Concert. 
Jessica Mathaes, violin; guest artist: Stephanie Urbina-Jones, benefiting HAAM. 
 
Austin Chamber Music – austinchambermusic.org 
Sept. 29, 7:30 PM – Northwest Hills United Methodist Church, 7050 Village Center Drive 
Beauty on Water.   
Suite for Clarinet by Otto Olsson; 4 Aqvareller (Watercolors) by Tor Aulin; Serenade, op. 24 by Emil Hartmann; Piano Trio No. 2 in G Mi-
nor by Elfrida Andrée; Trio in B-flat Major, op. 11 by Ludwig van Beethoven.  Featuring Hakan Rosengren, clarinet; Charles Wetherbee, 
violin; Blon Tsang, cello; Michelle Schumann, piano.  
 
Metropolitan Opera in local Cinemas - https://www.metopera.org/Season/In-Cinemas/ 
Oct. 6, 12:00 PM 
Aida by Giuseppe Verdi. 
The score of Aida is a sophisticated example of Italian Romanticism, imbued with a convincingly mysterious and exotic hue.  Making no 
claims to authenticity, Verdi created a unique musical palette for this opera. The libretto indicates merely that the opera takes place in 
“ancient Egypt, in the time of the pharaohs.” 3 hrs. 36 min. 
 
Austin Civic Orchestra - austincivicorchestra.org 
Oct. 6, 7:30 PM – AISD Performing Arts Center, 1500 Barbara Jordan Blvd. 
Bella Italia.   
The Austin Civic Orchestra opens its season, Destination: Europe, featuring the music of Astor Piazzolla, Giacomo Puccini, Gioachino 
Rossini, Giuseppe Verdi and Antonio Vivaldi alongside  Ottorino Respighi’s masterwork The Pines of Rome.  Guest artists are trumpet-
ers Bob Cannon and Kyle Koronka. 
 
Salon Concerts – salonconcerts.org 
Oct. 7, 4:30 PM & Oct. 8, 7:00 PM – private home 
Oct. 9, noon – University Presbyterian Church – free 30 min. concert 
Elisabeth Kufferath, violin, and Stephen Perry, piano, perform Sonata for Piano and Violin in A Minor, op. 23 by Ludwig van Beethoven; 
Sonata for Piano, op. 2, no. 1 by Beethoven; Sonata for Violin solo by Bernd Alois Zimmermann; and Sonata for Violin and Piano in A 
Minor by Robert Schumann. 
 
La Follia Austin Baroque – lafollia.org 
Oct. 13, 7:00 PM – Redeemer Presbyterian Church, 2111 Alexander Avenue 
Oct. 14, 3:00 PM -  Redeemer Presbyterian Church, 2111 Alexander Avenue 
A World Tour of Opera, featuring famous Baroque opera arias from Italy, France, Germany and England.  Opera arias by Monteverdi, 
Cavalli, Porpora, Vivaldi, Keiser, Graun, Hasse, Purcell, Handel, Lully, and Rameau are sung by stellar soloists and a 17-piece orchestra.  
Featured artists are 2018 Austin Critics Table Award winner Jenifer Thyssen, Gitanjali Mathur, Sean Lee, Christopher LeCluyse, and Gil 
Zikha. 
   
Chorus Austin – chorusaustin.org 
Oct. 13, 7:00 PM - Riverbend Church, 4314 N Capital of Texas Hwy.  
Celebrating the Masters, 150 voices in harmony and a stellar orchestra perform Handel: Zadok The Priest; , Brahms: Alto Rhapsody; 
Mozart: Exultate, Jubile and Ave Verum Corpus; Haydn: Lord Nelson Mass.  Reception afterwards honoring Conductor Ryan Heller’s 
10th anniversary. 
 
Ensemble VIII – ensembleviii.org 
Oct. 18, 7:30 PM – Westlake Hills Presbyterian Church, 7127 Bee Cave Road 
Oct. 19, 7:30 PM – St. Louis Catholic Church Chapel, 7601 Burnet Road  
From Ghetto Doors to Palace Gates: Jewish Music in the Italian Court.  
The eighth season of Ensemble VIII opens with music by the Italian Jewish composer Salamone Rossi.  Jewish Music in the Italian Court 
features Rossi’s secular Italian madrigals and sacred Jewish music (set in Hebrew) whose musical compositions stand shoulder to shoul-
der with the likes of Italian giants Monteverdi, Wert, and Viadana.  
 
Austin Symphony – austinsymphony.org 
Oct. 19 & Oct. 20, 8:00 - Dell Hall, Long Center 
Happy Birthday, Lenny.  
The Austin Symphony celebrates Leonard Berstein’s 100th birthday featuring four of some of his biggest pieces: Bernstein’s Suite from 
Candide, Divertimento for Orchestra, Selections from On the Town and his Symphonic Dances from West Side Story. Guests vocalists: 
Ellie Jarrett Shattles, mezzo soprano and Said Pressley, baritone. 
 
Austin Chamber Ensemble – austinchamberensemble.com 
Oct.19, 7:30 PM – Huston-Tillotson University, King Seabrook Chapel, 900 Chicon - FREE 
Oct 20, 7:30 PM – First Presbyterian Church, 8001 Mesa Drive 
A Haunted Evening.   
Artists June Julian, Katherine Altobello, Jeffrey Jones-Ragona, Stephen Burnaman, and Martha Mortensen Ahern present an evening of 
music to fit the season.  Featured on the program will be vocal solos, duets, trios, and piano duets with works from Musical Theater 
(Wicked, Sweeney Todd), Opera (Lucia di Lammermoor, Un Ballo in Maschera, Aida) and more! 
 

http://music.utexas.edu/  - check all events online 

https://www.metopera.org/Season/In-Cinemas/
http://music.utexas.edu/

