
 

 

I N S I D E  T H I S  I S S U E  

 

Opera in the Ozarks Selects 2020 Productions  

(reprinted with permission from the  
Opera in the Ozarks Good News Letter, November 2019) 

 

Opera in the Ozarks has announced that for its 2020 season it will 
be producing an Italian, a French and an American opera. 

The Italian selection is Donizetti’s classic Lucia di Lammermoor, a 
melodrama based upon a Gothic novel by Sir Walter Scott about a 
young woman who suffers an unwanted arranged marriage, who 
then goes mad and stabs her new husband on their wedding night.  
The piece is one of the classics of the Italian bel canto repertory. 

The French selection is Massenet’s comedy Cendrillon, based upon the Cinderella story, which recounts the familiar tale 
in a version composed many decades before the Disney movie version. 

For the American opera, OIO has chosen Robert Ward’s The Crucible, based on the famous Arthur Miller play, which in 
turn was based upon the real-life history of the infamous Salem witch trials of the 1600s and their theme of religious 
fanaticism coupled with stringent punishment.  The Crucible is one of the most popular American operas. 

The 2020 Opera in the Ozarks season opens on June 19 and concludes on July 17.  The final weekend of the season will 
coincide, as usual, with Federation Days hosted by the South Central Region of the National Federation of Music Clubs. 
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www.nfmc-music.org – Click on “Publications” in the menu on the left. 
Then click on “Competitions & Awards Division” for adult awards, or 
“Student/Collegiate Division” for awards for everyone else. 
 
www.facebook.com  – National Federation of Music Clubs has many 
timely postings from Julie Watson with information about upcoming 
awards.  Check it out and send her a friend request.  Then you will have 
her announcements on hand anytime she posts! 

http://www.nfmc-music.org
http://www.facebook.com
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___________ 

 

Brenda Ford 

TFMC President 

3430 Davidge Dr 

Marshall, TX 75672 

brendaford57@gmail.com 

 

Marcia Edwards and 

Marie White 
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mjhedwards18@gmail.com 

mariewhite@austin.rr.com 

 

___________ 

 

Newsletter Deadline for 

the next issue is  

May 1, 2020. 
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mjhedwards18@gmail.com. 
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T h o u g ht s  A b o u t  M u s i c  
“The most exciting rhythms seem unexpected and complex, the most beautiful melodies 
simple and inevitable.” ― W.H. Auden 

“Music is the language of the spirit. It opens the secret of life bringing peace, abolishing 
strife.” ― Kahlil Gibran 

“If Music is a Place — then Jazz is the City, Folk is the Wilderness, Rock is the Road, Classi-
cal is a Temple.” ― Vera Nazarian 

“There is nothing more to be said or to be done tonight, so hand me over my violin and 
let us try to forget for half an hour the miserable weather and the still more miserable 
ways of our fellowmen.” ― Arthur Conan Doyle 

“A man should hear a little music, read a little poetry, and see a fine picture every day of 
his life, in order that worldly cares may not obliterate the sense of the beautiful which 
God has implanted in the human soul.” ― Johann Wolfgang von Goethe 

CALENDAR 

May 1, 2020 Deadline for submissions for the Spring Lone Star  
 Musical Messenger  
 
May 3-9, 2020 NFMC National Music Week: “Music . . . .A Magic 

Carpet”  
 
May 16, 2020 TFMC All State Festival 
 Texas State University, San Marcos 
 
June 16-20, 2020  NFMC Conference 
 Sheraton Indianapolis City Centre Hotel, Indianapo-

lis, IN  
 Theme: “History and Music in the Circle City” 
 
July 15-18, 2020  NFMC Federation Days and Opera in the Ozarks, Eu-

reka Springs, AR  
 
August 12-15, 2020  TFMC Annual Conference, Embassy Suites, Love 

Field, Dallas  
(Districts 2, 3, and 5) 
 

October 14 – 23, 2020 NFMC Trip to Poland 
 “Walking in Chopin’s Footsteps”  
 
June 15 – 19, 2021 NFMC 61st Biennial Convention 
 Sheraton Norfolk Waterside Hotel, Norfolk, VA 



Tour Cost 
$3,894 per person from Atlanta, based on double occupancy 
To Register or to get a brochure an literary of the trip visit  
bookings.wittetravel.com use booking code 101420NELS . 
 
Sale discount—Limited Time Only! Register by March 31 to receive a 
$100 discount.* 
*Discount will be added to your account after we process your registration. 
This will appear  on your confirmation statement, sent by mail, within two 
weeks of your registration. 
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DISTRICT 2 

Dallas Melodie Club 
(Connie Randall, Club President and District 2 President) 

The Dallas Melodie Club, small in membership but enthusiastic in musical programming, enjoyed some very interesting programs this 
past fall. We celebrated our own club and Past President Pat Hill's 90th birthday in September. Our special guest was TFMC President 
Brenda Ford, who very creatively installed our club officers for the 2019-2020 club year.  

 In October we enjoyed a memorable program honoring Carlie Burdett with her lovely piano and vocal songs. Also in October, our 
club participated in District II's program with a repeat performance of Carlie Burdett's music. In November, Parade of American Mu-
sic brought a highly entertaining program of the history of shape-note singing and early American history of the Singing Schools. 
Guest speaker Linda Sewell shared her life experiences growing up in a church where acapella shape- note singing was the cultural 
norm. In December we celebrated the sounds of Christmas with outreach caroling in two senior living homes in Dallas. This February 
is Black History Month, and we are very excited to share music of Scott Joplin from Texarkana, the poetry of famous American poet 
Paul Laurence Dunbar, and possibly the history of Gee's Bend Quilting society. Programs this spring will feature student performanc-
es, as well as more performances by our own members. While we are a much smaller club now than we were twenty years ago, we 
are happy to share our love of music with one another.   

 
The Harmony Club  
(President Pam Price) 

The Harmony Club celebrated the birth of a new decade with two wonderful programs.  
First, in honor of NFMC Founder’s Day on January 8, members were fascinated by a book 
report on Mozart’s Starling by Lyanda Lynn Haupt, and they enjoyed a Mozart Sonata 
played by Ronny Gray, one of three current scholarship winners from Texas Wesleyan 
University. On January 22, Janice Spooner presented a delightful program, Color My 
World, on the flute.   Members enjoyed the NFMC Parade of American Music program 
February 12 featuring Songs of Love…..Mostly by American composers and arrangers with 
Pam and Jerry Price.  February 19 will bring the NFMC Crusade for Strings program which 
Harmony shares with the Euterpean Club featuring the Mariachi Band from J. P. Elder 
Middle School.  The Spring schedule is crowded with interesting and entertaining oppor-
tunities.  Harmony Club is particularly excited to learn that a former scholarship winner, 
Vanessa Becerra, is appearing with the Fort Worth Opera as Adele in Die Fledermaus, and 
she may be paying a visit at our April 22 Young Artists Program! 

 
Euterpean Music Club  
(Lynn McNew) 

Euterpean Music Club of Fort Worth opened the year  with a New Members Brunch in October at the home of Nancy Herring, Presi-
dent. In November was a wonderful program of Music from Central and South America by guest speaker and performer Christine 
Canales Harrell, is a composer, vocalist, organist and native of Cuba.  The Euterpean Singers performed  a Christmas Musicale, fea-
turing scholarship winner Alisha Sharp, a voice student at Texas Wesleyan University, in December. 

In January Founders' Day was celebrated, honoring long time member and past president, Mary Helen Collier.  Continuing with the 
theme of Music of South and Central America, Lynn McNew will present a program of Latin love songs in February.  The rest of the 
year will follow the theme with Crusade for Strings featuring a Mariachi Band and various other related programs.  The Singers will 
present  a program of Latin American music--some will be sung in Spanish or Portugese. 

Along the way, a District Meeting and several joint meetings with Fort Worth Harmony Club were enjoyed by members.     

 

Janice Spooner 
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DISTRICT 4 

 
Navasota Music Study Club  
(Historian Carolee Botkin) 

 

 

On May 8, 2019 we were privileged 
to host a Scholarship Concert, per-
formed by our two scholarship re-
cipients.  Jessica Steels, choir direc-
tor from Navasota High School, 
attended with her students.   

 

 

 

 

We celebrated the 107th Reassembly/Orientation Luncheon Oct. 9, 2019 with presentations by 
Carolyn Reid and local celebrity, singer/guitarist Bill Mock. 

 

Saturday, November 9, 2019, the Music Study Club of Navasota hosted a Veterans Day Con-
cert honoring our veterans at the Classic Rock Cafe in Navasota.  Martin England directed 
his Navasota High School Brass Ensemble in several selections of patriotic songs.   Those in attend-
ance sang the National Anthem together as the brass ensemble accompanied, and all sang 
"America the Beautiful," led by Carolee Botkin.   A Year in Verse, "I Hear America Singing" by Walt 
Whitman, was presented by Jeanette Tanski. Making this day even more special, there were some 
Veterans of Foreign Wars in attendance as well. 

Music Study Club with Director Martin England and  

Navasota High School Brass Ensemble 

Bill Mock, guitarist 

 

MSCN Officers L – R: Co-Presidents - Carol Gessner and Marilyn Bettes, Publicity Representatives -Judith 
LaFontaine and Laura Cherry Purcell,  Historian - Carolee Botkin, Past President - Jeanette Tanski,  
Co-Secretaries -Joyce Jackson and Cynthia Todd 
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A program of Christmas celebration and caroling was held on Wednesday, December 11, 
2019 at Seasons Nursing Home.  Club members and residents sang Christmas carols to-
gether, and gifts were presented to each resident as everyone shared in Christmas 
cheer.   Together We Sing was "The Star of the East,” led by Carolee Botkin and Laura 
Cherry. Pianist Jeanette Tanski accompanied all the singing.  A Year in Verse, "In the Bleak 
Midwinter" by Christina Rossetti was presented by Jeanette Tanski. Then we met at the 
home of Cynthia Todd's sister, Bonnie Lokey, for Christmas luncheon and meeting. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

January 8, 2020 was a day of observance for NFMC Founder's Day.   
The program topic was Women Composers, presented by Laura Cherry Purcell.   
We met at the First Presbyterian Church of Navasota.  Carolee Botkin led  
members and guests in singing "Beautiful Dreamer" accompanied by Laura Cherry  
Purcell.  Laura Cherry and Judith LaFontaine told the life stories of several women 
composers, and Judith led guests in singing various songs by each composer. 

 

 

 

NMSC Co-Presidents Carol Gessner and 

Marilyn Bettes 

 

Judith LaFontaine 

Laura Cherry 

Carolee Botkin and Laura Cherry 

 

Judith La Fountaine, Carolyn Reid and Laura Cherry Purcelle 

Carolyn Reid, Music Study Club Navasota 
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Judge Brett Bachus completing a rating sheet 

Staged judging (after performing) with student Catherine Matzdorf 
at the piano and Judge Buffy Currens 

DISTRICT 6 

 
Opus 64 Music Teacher Club  
(Sue Bachus, District 6-4 Festival Chair) 
 
Opus 64 Teacher Club members have been busy preparing their students for festival 
events. This year, we have 314 events scheduled over three weekends: January 25, 
26; February 8, 9; and February 22, 23. Events include Piano, Violin, Viola, Cello, 
Harp, Drums, Art Songs, Musical Theatre, Sight Reading/Playing, Accompanying, and 
Theory Exams. Technology Update:  Last year, we provided individualized digital 
rating sheets for our judges. They used their laptops to type their remarks and sent 
each one to the printer via WiFi. Judges really liked typing their remarks instead of 
writing all day. This year, we added an online appointment software for teachers to 
schedule their students for festival adjudication. Teachers have reported that it was 
quick and easy to use, and they were delighted that it allowed them to reschedule 
their students as needed. 

 

Waiting to play Mozart's Concerto in B flat Major.   
L - R:  Brother Michael will accompany  

Jason Darmawan (Teacher Zemfira Zade) 

 Samuel and Christine Tian checking in with 
volunteer Marcia Edwards for 6-4 Festival 
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Wednesday Morning Music Club  
(President Sarah Harriman) 
 
As members of music clubs, and I’m thinking particularly of the Wednesday 
Morning Music Club, we have the opportunity to listen to music performed 
for us. I think about the time and effort that goes into each of those perfor-
mances and am grateful that our members want to share.  

Recently at our program dedicated to American Women Composers in Janu-
ary, we had the privilege of hearing music composed by a couple of our own 
members.  We heard compositions by the late Carlie Burdett as well as by 
current member Melanie Richards. In talking about why she composes music, 
Melanie said, “My music is about creating beauty in the world and sharing it.”  
She went on to express how important performing for the music club is for her by 
telling me, “It's an important venue for me that I get to even premiere some of my 
works.  I had a premiere of a large piece for string quartet, soprano, and dance in the 
NY area last spring, so I'm not just a member who once in a while puts something to-
gether for the club.” We are definitely the beneficiaries of her talent, and the talent of 
many others. 

The Wednesday Morning Music Club has had an unusual opportunity to help KMFA, 
our Austin classical music FM station. After more than fifty years of broadcasting, they 
are building their very own building, and we have taken the opportunity to contribute 
to their building fund. It will be wonderful to see all the new educational programs 
they will be creating once the space is completed later this year. Also included will be 
a performing space that we look forward to using from time to time. In our lives we 
get to hear both recorded music and live performances—how lucky we are! 

 

Etude Music Club of San Antonio 
(President Lovena Miller) 
 

The Etude Music Club is enjoying our "Music of Our Lives" theme.  The programs are very entertaining, enlightening, varied and per-
sonal.  Program leaders present the music, poetry and dance that were influential in their musical growth.  Our talented members 
have many powerful musical memories to share. 

We are also enjoying the new "Together We Sing" books and the "A Year in Verse" poetry.  Our programs are full of poetry and sing-
ing, but the added knowledge that some of our songs and poems are being used all over the country adds another layer of excite-
ment. 

 

New Braunfels Music Study Club  
(President Lois Gerhardt, JoAnn Lemmon and Johnana Clark) 
 

The New Braunfels Music Study Club began the year with a lovely evening entitled “The World of Violin, Cello, and Organ.”  Our Oc-
tober meeting, “Members, Family and Friends,” was a beautiful potpourri of solos, duets, and ensembles, both vocal and instrumen-
tal.  The Parade of American music followed, featuring the Club Ensemble performing selections from South Pacific and The Sound of 
Music. The New Braunfels Elementary Honor Choir also sang on the November program.  Our guest performer, Dr. Richard Novak of 
the Texas State University Voice faculty, highlighted the evening and touched us all with his expressive interpretations.   

The Club ended 2019 with the 59th Annual Advent Vespers, an afternoon program of Christmas music performed by an area 
massed choir.  Guest artist was violinist Julia Gremmer Marble, a former recipient of the Club scholarship, who now has two music 
studios in Nebraska.   

 

 

Composer and pianist Melanie Richards with 
cellist Tony Rogers 

Melanie Richards 
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New Braunfels Music Study Club  (continued) 
New Braunfels Music Study Club (continued) We featured the 2019 – 2020 scholarship winners at our 
January 2020 meeting. The recipients are Michelle Sanchez, a senior vocal music major at Texas State 
University, and Johnny Samaniego-Lozano, a junior vocal music major at Texas Lutheran University. 
Mrs. JoAnn Lemmon accompanied their performances. In April, we shall have a “silver coffee” to ben-
efit our scholarship fund. Former winners will perform during the coffee and fellowship time.            

Our creative and diligent program committee has done an outstanding job of coordinating our many 
gifted members as well as enlisting exceptionally accomplished musicians to enrich our meetings and 
lift our hearts in song.  
 

Gonzales Music Study Club  
(President Vida Burnett) 

News from Gonzales Music Study Club:  Our club awarded a $300 scholarship to a student who is majoring in music.  She is Muriel 
Cotman, a piano student of member Beverly Cheshire.   At our February meeting we will have students play their festival piec-
es.   This year we are studying an interesting book titled Presidential Praise- Our Presidents and their Hymns by Dr. Spann and Dr. 
Williams. 
 

San Antonio Arpeggio Music Club  
(President Judy Gorrell) 

 

District 6-1:   

The District 6-1 Festival is coming soon on Saturday, February 29.  Teachers and their students from Pflugerville, Cedar Park, Round 
Rock, Austin, Lockhart, Shiner, Gonzales, Yoakum, McQueeney, Seguin, San Marcos and New Braunfels, will all be traveling to the 
Music Building at TSU in San Marcos.  We are expecting another 400 entries again this year. Students are entered in Piano Solo, Pi-
ano Concerto, Piano Duets, Piano Trios, Piano Hymns, Organ, all different String Solos and String Ensembles, Vocal Art Song, Vocal 
Musical Theater, Classical Guitar, Theory and Sight-Playing events. It takes a lot of volunteers to make our large event happen, so we 
appreciate having help from our neighboring Study Club members.  Please give me a call if you can volunteer for the day or even part 
of a day on February 29.  Call or text Judy Gorrell at 210 286 7104. 

District 6-3:   

Our 2020 Festival was held on Saturday, January 25th and it was a wonderful event!  Our District is growing so much that for the first 
time, we needed to use both Arpeggio Music Academy locations in San Antonio.  The original Arpeggio scheduled students until 
5:PM and the newer Boerne Stage Road Arpeggio had students performing from 9 AM - !2 Noon.  Our participating teachers entered 
their students in Piano Solo, Piano Concerto, Vocal Art Song, Vocal Musical Theater, Violin Solo and Theory events and 3 judges were 
needed to complete the judging.  We had teachers from both San Antonio and Boerne entering students this year. A lot of people 
are moving into the San Antonio/Boerne area from all over the country, so we anticipate continued growth in the future for TFMC 
District 6-3.  

Michelle Sanchez,  

JoAnn Lemmon and  

Johnny Samaniego-Lozano 

 Original Arpeggio Music Academy loca-

tion  

Arpeggio Music Academy (second location) on Boerne 
Stage Road  
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DISTRICT 9 

( Parliamentarian Jo Ann Collett) 

District 9 members met on November 17, 2019 in the home of Sara Harrington in Odessa, Texas.  The registration was at 9:30 am 
followed by a brunch of fruit, nuts, cake, juices and coffee. 

District 9 consists of two clubs: The Midland Musicians Club and The Odessa Music Study Club.  District President Edith Hardy, Mid-
land Musicians Club, called the meeting to order at 10:00 am.  Laverne Love, Odessa Music Study Club, gave the Invocation, followed 
by the Pledge of Allegiance and the “Star Spangled Banner,” accompanied by Laverne Love.  Phyllis Anderson, President of the Odes-
sa Music Study Club, gave a welcome and the Federation Collect was recited.  Roll Call by Secretary Peggy Jones, Midland Musicians 
Club, was answered by 9 members.  Minutes of the November 17, 2018 meeting were read and approved. 

For the musical interlude, the District President’s song, “How Can I Keep From Singing” was sung by all present, accompanied by 
Edith Hardy. 

Reports were given by the District Officers. President Hardy’s Theme is “Use Your Gifts to Serve Others.”   Officers reporting were 
President Edith Hardy, Vice President Darlynna Rush, Recording Secretary Peggy Jones, Treasurer Phyllis Anderson, Corresponding 
Secretary Maria Mutis, Parliamentarian Jo Ann Collett, and District 9 Opera and Insignia Chair Peggy Jones.  Phyllis Anderson, Presi-
dent of Odessa Music Study Club, gave her report on the club’s progress and the year’s programs.  Jo Ann Collett, in the absence of 
Violet Singh, Midland Musicians Club President, gave an overview of the club’s year. 

For the second musical Interlude, members enjoyed a beautiful violin solo played by Maria Mutis accompanied by Laverne Love. 

Department Chair Reports were given by State Folk Music Chair Jo Ann Collett and Crusade for Strings, Maria Mutis. Junior Division 
Festival Chair, Julie Wingfield, was not present.  There being no Old Business, under New Business the District Hostesses responsible 
for the State Conventions were discussed.  District 9 will be responsible for the 2022 Convention hosting with Districts 1 and 8. 

There was a Remembrance Program given for members Marilyn Teague and Emilio Mutis of the Odessa Music Study Club and Sheila 
Thompson of the Midland Musicians Club.  Credentials Committee, Peggy Jones and Laverne Love, reported 9 members present in-
cluding 4 Life Members, 7 District Officers, and 2 State Chairs.  A Life Membership was presented to Edith Hardy by the District 9 
members.  After a 
report from the Reso-
lutions Committee, 
Peggy Jones and Dar-
lynna Rush, an Invita-
tion to the District 
Meeting in 2020, to 
be held in Midland, 
was given by Edith 
Hardy.  The meeting 
was adjourned and 
the NFMC Official 
Benediction, “The 
Gift of Song,” was 
sung.  A buffet lunch-
eon was served and 
enjoyed by all. 

 

 

L–R:  Jo Ann Collett, Maria Mutis, Laverne Love, Darlynna Rush, Phyllis Anderson,  

Sara Harrington, Peggy Jones and Edith Hardy 
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Mary “Marque” Cox McKay 
 

Special thanks to Marque for her service as TFMC Music in Poetry Chair (2017 – 2019) 
and for her recent contributions to the Lone Star Musical Messenger  with tips for 
organizing choral poetry readings! 

 Mary began life in 1937 in a two-room stone house on a farm in the middle of Kan-
sas, delivered by an ancient great-aunt and a country doctor. Upon the death of her 
mother, she was “shipped” to Kansas City in a peck basket placed on the seat of a PIE 
truck driven by an uncle. She was raised by her Aunt Dorothy, who had taught in a 
one-room country school and who played the piano in the silent movie house in 
town, accompanying her father’s excellent violin.  

Mary changed her name to Marque when she went off to college, graduating with a 
BA in Art and Painting and in English Literature from Kansas State University in 1961. 
She taught high school English and Art until she met and married Bernard McKay, 

who immediately got caught in the last military draft. After Officers’ Candidate School, he earned his Dr. of Jurisprudence 
at the University of Illinois on excess leave from the Army and worked for the Department of Defense as an Army lawyer. 
Marque earned her Master’s in Literature from Southern Illinois University in Edwardsville, IL, and taught English on the 
college level. They had two children, Megan Anne & Jason Bryce, and they lived all over the world. Marque continued to 
teach and paint at each deployment. “Barney” retired from the military and was appointed to a judgeship in San Antonio 
for the Social Security Administration. And Marque joined Etude Music Club of San Antonio.  

Throughout all their adventures, Marque sang in choirs, quartets, and Barbershop choruses, composing ditties for home 
use and for organizations. She earned two second-place Music in Poetry awards from TFMC. Although she is currently 
happily retired, she still sings with her church and enjoys her association with TFMC where she is a Life Member and 
member of the Yellow Rose Society.  

M E M B E R  S P OT L I G H T  

Feb. 29 Agrippina  (George Frideric Handel) 

March 14 Der fliegende Holländer  (Richard Wagner) 

April 11 Tosca  (Giacomo Puccini) 

May 9 Maria Stuarda  (Gaetano Donizetti) 

Metropolitan Opera 2019 – 2020  
( A t  t h e  C i n e ma )  

 
Check your local movie theater for times. 

https://www.metopera.org/season/2019-20-season/der-fliegende-hollander/


 

 12  P L A Y I N G  W I T H  P O E T R Y  By Marque McKay 

OK!  It’s YOUR turn.   The following poem can be turned into a delightful CHORAL READING.   REMEMBER: Anytime a poetic line 
or phrase is repeated, look for new meanings.  Stress different words in each repeat.  They will usually belong to different voic-
es with differing attitudes.   Think of all your family trying to give you advice at the same time. 

 Listen for two to three voices – more only if necessary.   Use speakers with differing vocal pitches. 

Where to start 

 1.  Read the poem over and over until you think you know what it says.  Look up any words you do not fully understand.  
 2.  Read the poem out loud three times.   
  A.  Listen for changes or contrast in tone or attitude.  Mark these lines, words, or phrases. 
  B.  Listen for exceptions or changes of opinion.  Mark these lines, words, or phrases. 
  C.  Listen for decisions or conclusions.   
 4.  Assign marked lines, words, or phrases with similar attitudes to a single reader. 
 5.  Voice 1 will be the narrator and deliverer of conclusions.   
           Finally, as guidance to the Choral Readers, underline specific words or phrases to stress. 

 
     [Notice:  When typing out the script, give each reader a different color and a different line.  When two readers say  
     words from a singe poetic line, divide the line at the reader change and indent the new line to place it where it belongs 
     In relation to the original line.  Underline words to emphasize and include stage directions in brackets and italics.]   
 

     If you are confused, refer to previous 2019-2020 issues of this newsletter for examples. 

L E T ’ S  P L A Y  

Now, dear, it isn’t the bold things, 
Great deeds of valour and might, 

That count the most in the summing up of life at the  
  end of the day. 

But it is the doing of old things, 
Small acts that are just and right; 

And doing them over and over again, no matter what 
  others say; 

In smiling at fate, when you want to cry, and in 
  keeping at work when 

   you want to play–  
Dear, those are the things that count. 

 
And, dear, it isn’t the new ways  

Where the wonder-seekers crowd 
That lead us into the land of content, or help us to 

  find our own. 
But it is keeping to true ways 

Though the music is not so loud, 
And there may be many a shadowed spot where we 

  journey along  
   alone; 

In flinging a prayer at the face of fear, and in 
  changing into a song a  

   groan–  
Dear, these are the things that count. 

My dear, it isn’t the loud part 
Of creeds that are pleasing to God, 

Not the chant of a prayer, or the hum of a hymn, or 
  a jubilant shout or 

   song. 
But it is the beautiful proud part 
Of walking with feet faith-shod; 

And in loving, loving, loving through all, no matter  
  how things go 

   wrong; 
In trusting ever, though dark the day, and in keeping 

  your hope when 
   the way seems long–  

                             Dear, these are the things that count.  
     

Published in Poem of Purpose  
(Gay and Hancock, 1919). 

(In the public domain) 
***** 

 
OK.  Now it is YOUR TURN!.   

How many voices do you hear?  How many helpers peeking over the 
speaker’s shoulder do you see?  Read over the instructions above and 
create your own Choral Reading.  But, most of all – Enjoy! 

THE THINGS THAT COUNT 

by Ella Wheeler Wilcox - 1850 - 1919 
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Many thanks to Pat Retzlaff, Texas Chair for the Ruth Morse Wilson Handbell Award, for this information.   
Please contact her at pretzlaff@live.com if you have any questions.  

mailto:pretzlaff@live.com
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March 1 ME 5-2  Yearbook 
Laurel Ince, 723 St. Francis, Gonzales  78629 

 
March 1 AM 1-1  Parade of American Music  
  Carla Johnson, 2301 60th St, Lubbock  79412 
  carlaj301@aol.com 
 
March 15 FI 3-2  Founders Day  
  Nancy Herring, 1210 Clover Ln,  
  Ft. Worth 76107 
  Nancy.herring@gandalf23.com 
 
April 1 AR 14-1   Opera 
  Carolyn Copeland, 1467 CR 225,  
  Carthage 75633 
  Copeland@hughes.net  
 
April 1 AR 10-1   Music Outreach 

Phyllis Noonan, 2500 Barton Creek Blvd #2504, 
Austin 78735 
phyllisanoonan@gmail.com 
 

April 1 JR 17-4 Dance 
 
April 1 AR 7-1 Music in Schools and Colleges 
  Lynn McNew, 8054 Jolie Dr, Ft. Worth 76137 
  l.mcnew@sbcglobal.net 
 
April 1 AR 2-1 Chamber Music 
 
April 1 AR 5-1 International Music Relations 
 
April 1 AR 11-1 Sacred Music 
  Laresa and Bill Yick, 7701 FM 1690,  
  Copperas Cove 76522 
 
April 1 AR 3-1 Crusade for Strings 
   
April 1 AR 8-1 Choral Music 
 
April 15 AR 9-3 Together We Sing 
  Laresa and Bill Yick, 7701 FM 1690,  
  Copperas Cove 76522 
 

April 15 AD 2-1 Arts Advocacy 
  Lynn McNew, 8054 Jolie Dr, Ft. Worth 76137 
  l.mcnew@sbcglobal.net 
 
April 15 AR 6-1 Music in Poetry 
  Nelda Jett,  3313 46th St, Lubbock 79413 
  Nelda.jett.bw86@statefarm.com 
April 30 AM 7-2  Folk Music 
  Jo Ann Collett, 5607 Greenridge,  
  Midland 79707 
  jcollett@sbcglobal.net 
 
May 1  FI 9-3   Chapter Past Presidents Assembly (PPA) 
  Lois Armor, 11003 Whisper Valley St,  
  San Antonio 78230 
  Loisarmor@sbcglobal.net 
 
May 1  PR 3-1 Radio/Television 
May 1  PR 4-1 Internet 
May 1  PR 5-1 Newspaper 
  Lora Lynn Christensen, 2026 N 3rd,  
  Abilene 79603 
 
May 15 AM 5 American Music Jr. Club 
 
May 15 AM 2 American Music NFMC  
 
May 15 AM 6 American Women Composers 
 
May 15 AM 8 American Just Jazz! 
 
June 1  JR 1-1 Junior Club Rating 
 
June 1  AR 12-1 National Music Week 
 
July 1  ME 7-1 Senior Club Rating and Evaluation 
  Mary Ann Bridges, P.O. Box 65384,  
  Lubbock 79464 

2020 CLUB REPORT INFORMATION  
Note:  This is all the information that we have been able to obtain by our publication deadline.  (Co -Editors)  
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