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We've all come to associate specific activities and experiences 
with the holiday season. Many of these activities have been 
passed down for generations, with each decade putting its unique 
stamp on an aspect of the holiday. 

Take, for example, the 1920s when the world remained in recov-
ery after the Great War. The stock market boomed, and few peo-
ple had a care in the world about a coming Depression. Not only 
did this roaring age usher in new traditions, but it also borrowed 
heavily from the past, guaranteeing a cozy Yuletide season. Time 
travel into the past with us as we explore Christmas traditions 
popular 100 years ago.    

ROASTED MEAT AND CREATIVE SIDES 

 Hands-down, one of the best parts of the Christmas season is the 
chance to indulge in delectable and seasonal eats and treats, 
from honey-baked ham to sugar-dusted slices of Bûche de Noël. 
Decadence proves synonymous with the holidays, and this ap-
proach to holiday bliss also reigned in the 1920s. 

People living in this decade enjoyed many exciting advances in 
the culinary realm, including Jell-O (first introduced to the Ameri-
can pantry in the late 19th century) and Crisco, per The History 
Reader. But some aspects of the Christmas meal stayed highly 
traditional. This made for a fun and tasty mixture at the dinner 
table. According to a 1922 issue of Good Housekeeping (via The 
Food Timeline), mains included tasty treats like roast goose or 
roast beef mixed with creative sides like oyster cocktails in green 
pepper shells and celery-and-olive salad in Hubbardston cups. 

The History Reader lists other menu options pulled from 1924's 
"The New Butterick Cookbook." They include treats like English 
Plum Pudding and Yorkshire Pudding, straight out of "A Christmas 
Carol," and unique items like White Grape Salad with Guava Jelly. 
And in true 1920s style, many Christmas cooks included a hefty 
dose of Hard Sauce, cheerily bucking Prohibition. 

TOP-SHELF SMUGGLING 

 Celebrating Christmas with a hot toddy dates back to 18th-
century Scotland, per Masterclass. As you can imagine, this made 
festivities during Prohibition a challenge. Lucky holiday revelers 
received alcohol bootlegged across the border from Canada, ac-
cording to The History Reader. And prices were through the roof. 
Getting your hands on a Seagram's bottle could easily cost up-
wards of $142 in today's currency. 

Cutting coveted booze with a little mineral water made sense to 
stretch it further. That's where brands such as White Rock came 
into play. This carbonated water company actively advertised 
their beverage using images of Santa Claus in the 1920s — but 
with a twist. A little whiskey sat next to his White Rock, making 
him a jolly elf, indeed (via White Rock Beverages). These adver-
tisements helped clinch White Rock's reputation as a vital part of 
great alcoholic drinks. 

The illegal activity became a sort of annual rite bringing seasonal 
cheer. But an alcohol poisoning incident in 1926 put a serious 
damper on the fun, as reported by Slate. In two days, 24 people 
died after drinking alcohol intentionally poisoned by the govern-
ment. Known as the "chemist's war of Prohibition," this episode is 
rarely taught in history classes today. But as the Chief Medical 
Examiner of New York City Charles Norris noted, it represented 
"our national experiment in extermination." It also made for an 
unparalleled post-Christmas hangover for those lucky enough to 
survive the experience.  

FROM SAINT NICHOLAS TO SANTA 
CLAUS 

 Saint Nicholas' evolution into 
Santa Claus took centuries, as 
reported by The Public Domain 
Review. After all, it's an enor-
mous leap from a severe-looking 
religious icon to a portly pop cul-
ture superhero. But by the 
1920s, people referred to the 
jolly old elf interchangeably at Saint Nicholas and Santa Claus. 

As this transition took place, Santa became an inextricable part of 
the Christmas narrative, eclipsing other more religious aspects. 
The hearty and hale version of Santa also gained in popularity in 
the 1920s thanks to the work of Norman Rockwell. Rockwell por-
trayed Santa in a highly realistic style, cementing his look as a 
grandfatherly human male rather than a cartoon-like pudgy elf. 
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While Saint Nicholas originated in Europe, he didn't go through 
the same evolution on the Continent as he did in North America 
(via National Geographic). European versions of Santa looked (and 
acted) much scarier, including Aschenklas, Ru-klaus, and Pelznick-
el. These characters resorted to beating and kidnapping kids who 
behaved poorly. Fortunately for European kids, by the 1920s, the 
North American Santa reverse-migrated back to the Old World, 
revealing a softer side. As "Santa Claus: A Biography" author Jerry 
Bowler argues, today's Santa is a welcome respite from the vicious 
supernatural being who once populated children's nightmares.  

SNOWBABIES 

By the late 19th century, anoth-
er common Christmas tradition 
got added to the slate, col-
lecting and displaying Snow-
babies. First manufactured by 
Hertwig and Company of Thu-
ringia (in modern-day Germany) 

in the 19th century, these adorable holiday figures are crafted 
from bisque and covered in icy snow (glitter sand) to look like 
they're midway through a playdate in a winter wonderland (via 
Kovels).  

According to the collectible experts at Live Auctioneers, Snow-
babies originally came from Germany and functioned as cake top-
pers. The figurines were covered in crystallized sugar, giving them 
an icy look. But soon, the company realized the collectible poten-
tial, and they began working in more permanent materials.  

These adorable sculptures soon found their way onto Christmas 
trees and fireplace mantles as holiday décor. By the 1920s, they 
were staples of the tree and mantle, both in Europe and the Unit-
ed States. Japan also got in on the collectible craze, creating ver-
sions of the dolls that exploded in popularity. Besides their obvi-
ous associations with the winter months, some figurines also had 
a current event angle, such as those created to commemorate the 
1906 Race to the North Pole between Robert Peary and Dr. Fred-
erick A. Cook, per Popular Mechanics. The focus on athleticism 
and record breaking in the 1920s would have made such items 
especially popular (via Encyclopedia).  

 
PAPER DECORATIONS AND DIY CRAFTS 

 At the end of the 19th century, crepe Christmas decorations 
proved all the rage. They remained a favored decorating material 
in the 1920s, according to Sauder Village. Booklets detailing how 
to create Christmas decorating staples came from the Dennison 
Manufacturing Company. Some of these booklets took the paper 
décor craze next-level, describing how to create crepe dresses! 
But the holiday esthetic didn't stop at paper. 

Yuletide expressions meant other DIY decorations, too. Families 
bonded over paper chains, stringed popcorn and cranberry gar-
lands, and cut-out snowflakes. According to Parade, the first refer-
ences to such decorations date back to 1842 and Phillip Snyder's 
"The Christmas Tree Book." Snyder details the first Christmas 
tree's look in the book, boughs filled with paper decorations, nuts, 
and popcorn. A shiny gold star provided the finishing touch. 

While it's a bit harder to pinpoint when cranberries first got added 
to the tree decor, we know they were grown for produce in Cape 
Cod near the beginning of the 19th century. With their vibrant 
scarlet color and tendency to stay well-preserved for months, they 
made for an attractive and convenient addition to the Christmas 
tree.  

SOME DECORATIONS WERE DANGEROUS 

 Besides crepe decorations and DIY crafts, Christmas décor also 
came boxed and ready to go from the store. One hundred years 
ago, the same emphasis on customer safety didn't exist, however. 
As a result, people living in the 1920s sometimes ended up with 
pretty, though dangerous, additions to their Noel repertoire.   

Among the most notorious and popular was Lametta tinsel, ac-
cording to ACS Chemistry for Life. Patented by the German com-
pany Stanniolfabrik Eppstein in 1904, these shiny metallic strands 
decorated stylish trees in the 1920s. But the evergreen bling hid a 
dark secret. Manufactured from lead alloy foil topped with tin 
bonding, this decoration came with the real threat of heavy metal 
exposure, especially for babies, small children, and pets. But no-
body thought too much about this 100 years ago. In fact, address-
ing the lead tinsel issue wouldn't happen until the 1970s, as re-
ported by The Atlantic.  

Pretty alternatives to the lead décor did exist. These decorations 
swapped the lead for aluminum. But they proved highly flamma-
ble because underneath all the sparkle they were made with pa-
per. While this might not sound too scary in and of itself, remem-
ber that many people still lit their tree with real candles. 

WHITE ELEPHANT TRADITIONS 

 Whether you refer to it as white elephant, dirty Santa, or Yankee 
swap, the popular Christmas party game proved well established 
by the 1920s, according to Mental Floss. These "swap parties" had 
two decades under their belt when the Roaring Twenties rolled 
around. But it wasn't until 1901 that they grew in popularity.  

This rise in popularity originated with an article that appeared in 
the Hartford Herald in Kentucky (via Chronicling America). It laid 
out the rules of the game, recommending having at least "four or 
five little bundles, wrapped so that no one else can suspect the 
contents." The article also counseled participants to wrap the 
most ridiculous and bizarre items they could ascertain. In a fun 
twist, the person that ended up with the most unwanted gift had 
to perform. Literally. Mental Floss reports the losing participant 
needed to tell a story, sing, or find another way to entertain their 
fellow Christmas revelers.  

The name for this party activity has its roots in a fascinating leg-
end from Thailand, as reported by Reader's Digest. This myth 
claimed the king of Siam would gift those who displeased him 
with the rarest and most expensive of items, an albino elephant. 
And by expensive, we're talking pricey to care for. This would re-
sult in the recipient's financial ruin. Although since debunked, the 
colorful story ensured the name stuck. And the 1920s cemented it 
as a regular part of the holiday season. 
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CHRISTMAS MARKETS 

European Christmas markets date back to the late 13th century, 
when locals held the first Krippenmarkt during the Advent in Vien-
na, Austria, according to The Guardian. When reformer Martin 
Luther came on the scene, these December markets got an addi-
tional boost because of his suggestion that Christmas, a celebra-
tion of Jesus' birthday, proved a better time for gift-giving than 
holidays commemorating saints alone.  

By the 1920s, Christmas markets proved highly popular once 
more, mounting a comeback after World War I. They may have 
provided a sense of comfort and normalcy for Europeans still re-
covering from the conflict. As the National WWII Museum points 
out, millions had died in the years-long conflict. For those who 
remained, it must've felt refreshing to return to happier pre-war 
traditions.  

The markets featured stalls selling everything from bratwurst and 
spicy mustard to hot-spiced wine, gingerbread, and candy canes 
(via Rick Steves). These events would have provided a wonderful 
respite from the horrors of the recent past, not unlike the won-
derful, albeit brief, Christmas truce of 1914 between British and 
German forces just a few years before (via Smithsonian Maga-
zine). 

CANDY CANES 

It's hard to imagine a con-
fection more closely associ-
ated with Christmas than 
candy canes. The red-and-
white-striped treats deco-
rate everything from mugs 
of hot cocoa to stockings 
and trees. According to The 
Conversation, 90% of these 
pepperminty delights get 
sold between Thanksgiving 
and Christmas. And they remain the most popular candy, apart 
from chocolate, throughout the holiday season.  

The vaunted history of candy canes allegedly dates back to the 
17th century when a German choirmaster started handing out the 
treats to kids to help them get through lengthy nativity services. 
The iconic shape of the sweets may have come from the shape of 
the shepherd's staff since Jesus is associated with the "Good 
Shepherd," as reported by Christianity. That said, others claim the 

hook made the treats easier to hang from the tree. The first legit 
mention of Christmas candy canes happened in 1847 when a Ger-
man-Swedish immigrant named August Imgard described deco-
rating his tree with them. 

While some people claim these beloved peppermints didn't offi-
cially get their stripes until the 1920s, National Geographic has 
done a good job of debunking these claims. But the 1920s did see 
advances in candy cane manufacturing thanks to Bob McCormack, 
founder of McCormack's Famous Candy Company in Albany, Geor-
gia. Along with his brother-in-law, Father Gregory Keller, they in-
vented a machine that automatically put the hook in each candy, 
leading to skyrocketing production rates 100 years ago. 

TWINKLING LIGHTS 

 Chevy Chase put the extreme in Christmas light décor. But the 
tradition of Christmas illumination dates back centuries. Quoting 
the "Golden Glow of Christmas Past," Time notes that Christians 
used candles to "signify the light of Jesus." But between highly 
flammable paper decorations and trees that turned into veritable 
kindling as they dried out, keeping up this tradition came with 
significant risks.  

Luckily, a much-needed upgrade came with the advent of electric 
decorative lighting, first developed in the 1880s by Edward Hib-
berd Johnson (via Smithsonian Magazine). As early as 1895, Presi-
dent Grover Cleveland trimmed a White House tree with the stuff, 
effectively introducing the glittering strands to the public.  

But the high-tech decorations remained outside many people's 
budgets until the 1920s. That's when General Electric started 
manufacturing cheaper and more accessible pre-assembled lights, 
according to Time. Thanks to the 1920s and advances in mass 
manufacturing, more than 150 million light sets illuminate 80 mil-
lion homes in the US today, according to Smithsonian Magazine.  

ORANGES 

 The idea of Christmas stockings hanging by the fireplace dates 
back centuries, but what Santa placed in these decorative socks 
has changed over the decades. In the 1920s, the jolly elf stuffed 
them with candy canes, fruits, and nuts. But receiving a bright, 
juicy orange remained the height of the stocking fun, as reported 
by Smithsonian Magazine.  

The mass marketing of citrus as stocking stuffers didn't reach its 
heyday until the early 20th century ... 1908 to be exact. That's 
when the California Fruit Growers Exchange started to  promote 
its Sunkist label heavily. In a piece about the citrus industry by 
Tom Zoellner for the Los Angeles Review of Books, he notes, "[N]
early 1,500 Manhattan retail stores and soda fountains had bright 
orange advertisements plastered in their windows. At Christmas, a 
cartoon Santa Claus offered an orange as the 'most healthful 
gift.'" 

The orange fury would persist into the 1930s and beyond. After 
all, it represented an affordable luxury meant to keep the family in 
tiptop health. What's more, the supply chain wasn't very intricate 
in the 1920s, which meant people living in rural areas had little 
experience with most citrus outside of the holidays. Of course, 
other edibles such as candies and nuts could also fill the bill. 
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THE NATIONAL CHRISTMAS TREE 

 The first community-wide Washington, D.C., Christmas celebra-
tion took place in 1913, as the National Park Service reports. Like 
the annual celebrations we see today, it involved caroling kids and 
a performance by the US Marine Band. All told, between 20,000 
and 30,000 people gathered for the first event.  

This event would see a significant upgrade by 1923 when Presi-
dent Calvin Coolidge gave the Yuletide spirit a boost with the first 
National Christmas Tree lighting (via National Geographic). The 
inaugural event featured a Balsam Fir measuring 48 feet and cov-
ered in 2,500 electric lights. The lights used to decorate the tree 
included green, red, and white hues.  

Electric Christmas lights have become an inextricable part of the 
nation's celebrations at the Capitol and on the White House lawn. 
These events include lavish entertainment and massive crowds 
ushering in the holiday spirit. This year marks the 99th Christmas 
tree lighting at the White House. According to ABC News, the 
specimen came from Middleburg, Pennsylvania and is embel-
lished in red and white lights, a nostalgic nod to Coolidge's origi-
nal  

 

 

Austin Music Club 
Holiday Celebration 

December 6, 2023  9:30 A.M. 

Program 

Program Leader: Elise Ragland  
Song Leader: Charles Palmer Accompanist: Angelica Lopez 

Song : TBD 
 

Adagio and Allegro from Sonata No.3 in E major for Violin and 
Piano  by J.S. Bach (1685-1750)        
Performed by Kay Mueller, violinist, and Angelica Lopez, pianist 

Knecht Ruprecht, Op.68, No.12 (piano, 4 hands) by  Robert Schu-
mann (1810-1856) 
Performed by Marcia Edwards and Kathryn Govier, pianists 

 Fairy Lullaby, Op.37, No.3 by  Amy Beach (1867-1944)       

 The Gartan Mother’s Lullaby (County Donegal, Ireland) by  
Seosamh MacCathmhaoil (1879-1944)  

 Cradle Song attributed to W.A. Mozart  (1756-1791) 

 Stay Awake by Richard Sherman (b.1928) and Robert Sher-
man (1925-2012) 

Performed by Elise Ragland, soprano, and Angelica Lopez, pianist 

 I Wonder as I Wander (1933) by John Jacob Niles (1892-
1980)  

 O Holy Night (1847) by  Adolphe Adam (1803-1856)  

 White Christmas (from the movie, Holiday Inn, 1942) by  Ir-
ving Berlin (1888-1989) 

Performed by Charles Palmer, tenor, and Kathryn Govier, pianist 

Sing-along 
Performed by everyone 

Keaton Music typewriter (1936/1953) 

Patented in 1936 (14 keys) by Robert h Keaton. 

 It sold for around $225.  It made it easier to produce music 

copies in quantity.  Composers, however, preferred to write 

the music out by hand. 
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 Those who know me know I’m the original Jingle Bells kid. My tree goes up the day after Thanksgiving and 
stays up until after Twelfth Night.  I love everything about the holidays – the decorations, lights, shopping, 
wrapping and opening presents, food, and especially the music.  While others complain about radio stations 
that start playing Christmas music the day after Halloween, I don’t mind it at all.  I’m also not picky about what 
I listen to during the season. My musical tastes range from the sublime – Handel’s “Messiah,” Ralph Vaughn 
Williams “Hodie,” And Britten’s “Ceremony of Carols”  to the goofy “Grandma Got Run Over by a Reindeer.” “I 
Want a Hippopotamus for Christmas,” and Adam Sandler’s “Chanukah Song.”   

What better than sitting in front of a blazing fire, all cozy and warm, drinking hot cocoa, and listening to holi-
day favorites. I confess, when Hallmark channel does its Christmas in July programming, I succumb to the 
temptation and pull out a few recordings more appropriate to December listening. Especially this past July 
when we were sweltering in  temps in the 100s, “I’m Dreaming of a White Christmas” and “Let It Snow, Let It 
Snow, Let It Snow”  were at the top of  my iTunes playlist. 

Holiday music helps me get into the spirit of the season. It increases dopamine levels in the brain, making me 
feel happy.  It brings on waves of sweet nostalgia. When I hear certain songs, I feel like a child again, remem-
bering a time when Christmas Eve seemed the longest day in the year.   

I realize not everyone shares my sentiments. Studies have shown that too much holiday music too early can 
also cause feelings of annoyance, boredom, and even anger. After all, there are only so many times you can 
hear Mariah Carey sing “All I Want for Christmas Is You.” Too much musical holiday cheer can also cause stress 
by being a reminder of all the things that have to be done and bring on feelings of guilt because you don’t feel 
as festive as you should. And if you’ve lost a loved one, hearing music you once enjoyed with someone close to 
you can be especially overwhelming and sad.  

Personally, one of the reasons I’ve always looked forward to this season is another opportunity to make music 
with my friends. I love the familiar carols and tunes and never tire of them, no matter how many times I’ve 
played or sung them. Over the last more than 65 years, I’ve probably played cello on Leroy Anderson’s” Sleigh 
Ride” at least a zillion times – a bazillion times if you count all the rehearsals and practice. And, yet, that famil-
iar music I’ve played and heard so often always makes me smile and feel just a little giddy. 

As is our club’s tradition, we’ll be sharing and enjoying some holiday music at our December meeting, My hope 
is that everyone will accept it as the joyful and magical gift it is. Music is for all times; it has no season. Come to 
think of it, the same goes for “Peace on Earth, Good Will Toward Men.”   Happy Holidays, everyone!  

 

 

President’s Musings 

   Angela Smith 
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MUSIC  
By Ralph Waldo Emerson (1803 – 1883) 

Let me go where’er I will 
I hear a sky-born music still: 
It sounds from all things old, 
It sounds from all things young, 
From all that’s fair, from all that’s foul, 
Peals out a cheerful song.  

It is not only in the rose, 
It is not only in the bird, 
Not only where the rainbow glows. 
Nor in the song of woman heard, 
But in the darkest meanest things 

There alway, alway something sings.  

’Tis not in the high stars alone, 
Nor in the cup of budding flowers, 
Nor in the red-breast’s mellow tone, 
Nor in the bow that smiles in showers, 
But in the mud and scum of things 
There alway, alway something sings. 

From Music in Poetry and Song, NFMC, September 
2023 – August 2025 

This poem is in the public domain.  

OIO Announces  
2024 Opera Season 

 

Opera in the Ozarks has announced the operas for its 74th 
season in 2024. The operas will be Giuseppe Verdi’s classic La 
Traviata, Robert Ward’s dramatic American opera The Cruci-
ble and a double bill of two unusual works, Maurice Ravel’s 
L’Enfant et les Sortiliges (The Child and the Enchantments) 
and Beauty and the Beast, by American composer Vittorio 
Giannini.  

The opera season will open on Friday, June 28 and close on 
Friday, July 19. Federation Days, hosted by the South Central 
Region of the National Federation of Music Clubs, will be July 
17 through 19. The family opera for 2024 will be Little Red’s 
Most Unusual Day. 

Verdi’s La Traviata is one of the most popular operas of all 
time, and tells the tragic story of a young Parisian courtesan, 
her lover and their doomed affair. La Traviata was last per-
formed at Opera in the Ozarks in 2015. 

The Crucible is based upon a 1953 play by Arthur Miller and 
is based upon the true-life story of the horrifying Salem witch 
trials of the 1600s in Massachusetts. The opera has not been 
performed at Opera in the Ozarks for over 15 years. 

Ravel’s comic opera L’Enfant et les Sortiliges tells the de-
lightful story of a rambunctious young boy whose dishes, 
pets and household furniture come alive to torment him 
after he misbehaves. In addition to the opportunities for 
comic acting that it presents to the cast, it also contains hu-
morous musical opportunities, including a foxtrot duet for a 
teapot and cup, and a duet for two cats. 

Giannini’s Beauty and the Beast has a familiar story line and 
contains tuneful and romantic music. 
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Arts On Alexander    https://www.artsonalexander.org/
events    Festival - Bach, Handel, & Vivaldi:  Friday, December 
1st and Saturday, December 2nd.   Festival of Nine Lessons and 
Carols - Sunday, December 24th. 
 
Austin Chamber Music Center   https://
austinchambermusic.org/concert-season/    A Charlie Brown 
Christmas - the music of Vince Guaraldi:  Two shows Saturday, 
December 2nd. 
 
 Austin Civic Orchestra   https://austincivicorchestra.org/
events/    Happy Holidays! the annual concert:  Sunday, Decem-
ber 17th. 
 
 Austin Classical Guitar   https://austinclassicalguitar.org/
events/     ACG Originals - LISTEN with Matt Hinsley & Moon-
Tower Duo:  Saturday December 2nd and Sunday the 3rd. 
 
Austin Symphony   https://my.austinsymphony.org/events?
view=list     HANDEL's MESSIAH - A holiday tradition with Chorus 
Austin:  Tuesday, December 5th.  HOME ALONE in Concert - The 
John Williams' score performed live to the movie.   Thursday, 
December 14th.  
 
Austin Women's Club   https://www.austinwomansclub.com/
calendar    LIVE! at Chateau Bellevue - A concert with Bob Liv-
ingston:  Sunday, December 17th. 
 
Ballet Austin   https://balletaustin.org/performances/
seasontickets/     The Nutcracker - 61st Annual Produc-
tion:   Various dates Saturday, December 2nd thru Saturday, 
December 23rd.  
 
Beerthoven   https://www.beerthoven.com/
upcomingshows    Hoppy Holidays with the Tinsel Singers - out-
side at the Neill-Cochran House:  Sunday, December 10th, Sun-
day, December 17th, and Saturday, December 23rd.  
  
Central Texas Philharmonic    https://
www.centraltexasphilharmonic.org/    Home for the Holi-
days!  A holiday concert with a surprise guest:  Sunday, Decem-
ber 17th. 
 
Chorus Austin   https://www.chorusaustin.org/    Sing-it-
Yourself Messiah:  Sunday, December 10th.  On a Winter's 
Eve:  Saturday, December 16th and Sunday, December 17th. 
 
Conspirare   https://www.conspirare.org/tickets/    Conspirare 
Christmas:  Sunday, December 2nd and Monday, December 
4th.   Holiday BIG SING: Thursday, December 14th.  
 
ensemble viii   https://ensembleviii.org/tickets/     Festival of 
Nine Lessons and Carols:   Friday, December 8th. 
 

Gilbert & Sullivan   https://www.gilbertsullivan.org/    A Gil-
bert & Sullivan Christmas Carol:  Sunday, January 7, 2024.  
 
KMFA   https://www.kmfa.org/events   KMFA Midday Concert 
Series.  Also, many area events listed on their website.   Ameri-
can Artists Project: Variations - Saturday, December 2nd.   Mu-
sic Memory Austin - Love Note Chorus: Saturday, December 
2nd. 
 
LaFollia   https://www.lafollia.org/upcoming-concerts    Ba-
roque Chamber Music Masterworks: Friday, December 29th 
and Saturday, December 30th. 
 
The Long Center   https://thelongcenter.org/upcoming-
calendar/    Ballet Folklorico De Austin: Sunday, December 
10th.  Also a full calendar of other events. 
 
The Metropolitan Opera    On stage:  https://
www.metopera.org/season/2023-24-season/   On De-
mand:  https://www.metopera.org/season/on-demand/ 
 
Tapestry    https://www.tapestrysingers.org/upcoming/    Car-
oling at Christmas Tree Farm:  Saturday, December 2nd.  
 
Texas Early Music Project   https://www.early-music.org/2023-
2024-season   Joy and Light - Delights of the Season:  Saturday, 
December 9th and Sunday, December 10th.  
 
UT Butler School of Music   https://music.utexas.edu/
events    A full schedule of concerts and many of them FREE. 
 
UT-Texas Performing Arts   https://texasperformingarts.org/
events   Millennial Choirs and Orchestras - Christmas Con-
cert:  Tuesday, December 12th.  And many more music and 
theater events. 
 
Williamson County Symphony Orchestra    https://
wilcosymphony.org/    Next concert Saturday, December 16th. 
 
Women In Jazz     https://womeninjazz.org/events/   'Tis The 
Season to Be Jazzy - 2023 concert:  Sunday, December 10th. 
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