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Doris was born March 13, 1923 in Austin, Texas to 
Q. C. and Marian Kerns Taylor.  She can trace her 
ancestors back to William Stanhope Taylor, one of  
the early Texas settlers and a hero of the  
Battle of San Jacinto. 

She graduated from Austin High in 1940 and from the University of Texas 
Austin in 1944 with Honors.  She was the first violin major to graduate from 
the UT Department of Music. 

Doris was a Bluebonnet Belle nominee and was selected an Outstanding 
Student in the Cactus Yearbook.  She served as Concert Mistress of the UT 
Symphony and as Concert Mistress of the Austin Symphony.  She played in 
various trios and quartets around Austin.   

From 1964 – 1966, Doris served as President of The Wednesday Morning 
Music Club.  Her mother served as WMMC President from 1948 – 1950, and 
her mother-in-law was also a member.  Doris was Vice-President of the 
Austin Woman’s Club.  She was also active in the Women’s Symphony 
League, Austin Law Wives, Austin Junior League, Texas Square Dancers 
Association, The Reader’s Guild, and Westwood Country Club. 

Doris has two children, a son and a daughter Marian, who both live in Austin.  
Her twin granddaughters, Shannon and Isabel, are both musicians.  Until a 
recent move, Shannon was playing Doris’ violin in the O. Henry Middle 
School orchestra.  Isabel plays the saxophone. 

Doris is still active at her church, St. David’s, and is a member of the 
Daughters of the King.  She is enjoying being back in The Wednesday 
Morning Music Club! 
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The new standing committee, 
Communications, has held its 
inaugural meeting.  Members 
include Chair Pat Yingst, Beth 
Moreno, Virginia Raleigh, Carolyn 
McColloch, Marie White, Michelle 
d’Arcy, Kit Thompson, and Marcia 
Edwards.  Thanks to all these 
members for their participation.  

An Ad Hoc Bylaws Committee has 
been appointed.  It includes Chair 
Carol Brannon, Mariam McFalls, Bill 
Yick, and Joan Judge.  This 
committee will be meeting soon to 
consider updates to the WMMC 
bylaws. 

Thanks to the members who have 
been working on table decorations 
for the convention banquet on April 
1.  Marie White and Mary Takvam 
have done all the creative planning 
and a lot of the handwork.  
Additional WMMC members--
Carolyn McColloch, Virginia 
Kniesner, Martha Cooke and Marcia 
Edwards--met recently with Marie 
and Mary for several hours to fold, 
paste, visit and savor gourmet 
chocolates.  The decorations are 
being kept under wraps, but we 
encourage you to attend the 
banquet to see the beautiful 
handiwork on the centerpieces and 
party favors. 

WMMC Member Highlight 
Doris Jean Tyler 
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Editors:   Marie White, Carolyn McColloch, Marcia Edwards 
 

Thoug ht  fo r  the  Da y :    

Enjoy the little things in life,  

for one day you may look back and realize  

they were the big things.   

Antonio Smith 
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About the Performers 
 
Janie Keys, piano 
I have two degrees, both from the University of Texas:  a BA in French and a MM in Piano Pedagogy (studying with 
Nancy Garrett.)  Even though my degree in music was decades ago, I'm still studying the piano.   My current teacher is 
Sheila Paige (see pianowellnessseminar.com.)  I love all my Suzuki trained students, especially my two 4 year olds. 

Grace Huang, piano 
I started playing the piano when I was 7 years old.  I grew up in Taiwan and moved to Texas for college.  I have a degree 
in molecular biology and I work as a research assistant.  I have participated in piano festivals, master classes and 
competitions for amateur pianists since 2011 in many places including in Fort Worth, Hawaii, Houston, Malta, Colorado 
Springs and Washington D.C. 

Kay Race, piano 
Katherine was born and raised in Chicago.  While in Chicago she was a pianist at the American Conservatory of Music.  
She met her husband right after he finished serving his 4th year in the 2nd World War.  They met at the University of 
Colorado where Kay was a freshman.  They both practiced the piano constantly and when not playing music enjoyed 
hiking in the mountains.  After their marriage in 1949 they continued their musical lives together until Kay’s husband 
died in 1999.  Kay still practices and enjoys musical activities.  She lives in Austin at a retirement home. 

Lisa Shirah-Hiers, piano 
Lisa Shirah-Hiers holds a Master’s degree in music composition from the UT at Austin (1992) and a bachelor’s of 
Theory/Composition from Lawrence University, Appleton, WI (summa cum laude 1988).  She teaches piano, theory and 
composition privately and publishes two blogs: My Restless Muse (http://my restlessmuse.blogspot.com/) focusing the 
creative life, and Worthy of Note (http://shirahpinostudio.com/worthy-of-note.html) with pieces particular to teaching 
and music.  Her students consistently receive high scores and prizes in piano, composition and theory on various exams 
and competitions through ADMTA, TMTA, MTNA, TFMC and Austin Symphony Orchestra.  She was nominated ADMTA 
Teacher of the Year in 2014-15. 

Phyllis Noonan, piano 
Phyllis received her bachelor’s degree from the University of Texas.  Phyllis has been performing here in Austin for 
almost 30 years. She has accompanied singers and instrumentalists in secular and religious programs and weddings for 
many years. Organ is the second instrument she has experience in, having played at 5 different churches over the years. 
She also taught private piano lessons for 30 years.  Now Phyllis is performing with Craig Casper, cellist, and Melissa Ruof, 
violin.  She is enjoying this new experience and repertoire. 

Melanie Richards, piano 
Melanie was born into a musical family and started piano early with her mother and later violin and viola with her 
father.  The family ensemble (sister on cello) traveled around Texas to promote their music camp in the Hill country.  
Later she received music degrees from Barnard College and North Texas State.  Working out of the NY State area, 
Melanie toured internationally as pianist with a performing eurythmy group.  She has a piano studio in Round Rock. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

President’s message (continued from page 1) 

Kenneth Takvam has agreed to give the invocation for the April 1 banquet.   Volunteer table hostesses for the 

evening include Kathryn Govier, Beth Moreno, Carol Brannon, Marianne Kim, Katharine Shields, Sue Breuer, and 

Phyllis Noonan.   Thanks to all for volunteering their time! 

Remember that registration forms for the convention (March 31 – April 2) are due by March 16. 

Many thanks to Kit Thompson for taking over so ably as club photographer!  Be sure to take a look at his great 

photos from meetings past on the computer when you arrive at the TFWC building. 

Enjoy St. Patrick’s Day on March 17! 

http://my/
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WMMC Member News  

No news often means good news.  So that is what we have for you this issue.   
 
If you have anything you would like to share with your WMMC members please send to 
mjhedwards@hotmail.com.   

 

 

 

 

“Arkansas Gives” Offers Texans a Chance to Support 

Opera in the Ozarks 
Thursday, April 7, will offer opera lovers a unique opportunity to 

support Opera in the Ozarks (OIO) at Inspiration Point Fine Arts 

Colony, our South Central Region summer music center.  

“Arkansas Gives” is a one-day effort to raise money for numerous 

worthy nonprofit causes, including Opera in the Ozarks.  You may 

log onto www.ArkansasGives.org between 8:00 am and 8:00 pm 

Central time on Thursday, April 7, to donate any amount you 

choose.  Giving at least $25 will help make OIO eligible for 

additional bonus money.  Last year, Opera in the Ozarks raised 

over $26,000, ranking 16
th

 in total contributions among all the 

charities participating in the campaign.  If this opportunity to 

support Opera in the Ozarks appeals to you, mark your calendar 

for Thursday, April 7, and plan to donate online. 

  

 

mailto:mjhedwards@hotmail.com
http://www.arkansasgives.org/
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St. Edward’s Masterworks Singers, Johannes Brahms: Schicksalslied, Song of Destiny; John Rutter: Wells Jubilate: 

Michael Janis: Omnia Sol and the Texas premiere of Psalm of Ascension by Dan Forrest.  There will also be several 

works performed by the St. Edward's Community Orchestra. 

Mar. 10            7:30 PM    St. Theresa Catholic  Church, 4311 Small Drive  

 

Ensemble VIII, Both Human and Divine: Songs of Fathers and Children,  Jacob Handl: Lord’s Prayer; Heinrich 

Schültz: John 3:16; Thomas Tomkin:  When David Heard; Josquin: Absalom, fili mi; Giacomo Carissimi: Jephte.  

Mar. 11           7:30 PM  St. Louis Catholic Church Chapel, 7601 Burnet Rd.  www.ensembleviii.org 

 

Texas Choral Consort, Texas Choral Consort Concert and Orchestra is partnering with famed rock musicians to re-

imagine indie repertoire.  Ken Stringfellow, Quiet Company, The Riverboat Gamblers, Tinnarose, Carson McHone, 

Danny Malone and Phil Ajjarapu. 

Mar. 12         7:30 PM  East Austin College Prep-MLK Campus, 5800 E. MLK Blvd.  http://txconsort.org 

 

ECR Concert Series, Austin’s newest Irish band, Spraoi, revving up for St Patrick’s celebration with jigs and reels 

performed on fiddles, guitar, timber flute and bodhran.  Dancing in the aisles is encouraged! 

Mar. 13       5 PM start            2200 Justin Lane.   

 

The Music and Drama Ministries of the Olivet Baptist Church, presents Thorns, a scripture based Musical 

Dramatization by WMMC member Madeline P. McCauley tells of:  The Fall of Man, the Crucifixion, Death, Burial, 

Resurrection and the Ascension of Jesus Christ. 

Mar. 18        7:30 PM               1179 San Bernard St., Olivet Baptist Church, 512-478-7023 

Mar. 19       6:00 PM  

 

Balcones Community Orchestra, Telemann:  Suite in A minor;  Mozart:  Symphony No. 36 in C Major; Bruch: 

Concerto No. 1 in G minor, Claire Wells, violin. 

Mar. 20           4 PM  St. Martin’s Lutheran Church, 606 W. 15th St.  http://www.bcorchestra.net 

 

Austin Classical Guitar, Vicente Amigo, one of the most famous flamenco artists of all times will be bringing his 

troupe for this epic event.  Complimentary pre-concert tapas at 6:30 PM, courtesy Charles Schwab and Co., Inc. 

Mar. 23           8 PM  Michael & Susan Dell Hall, The Long Center   http://www.austinclassicalguitar.org 

 

Texas Early Music Project, Dutch Treat: The Golden Age in the Netherlands.  The small but powerful and incredibly 

artistically influential Lowlands developed many of the foremost composers, musicians, and artists of the Renaissance 

and early Baroque.  From Amsterdam to Flanders, we’ll sample as much as we can from the courts, churches, and 

street songs.  Guests Mary Springfels (viola da gamba) and others.  

Apr. 2   8 PM at First English Lutheran Church, 3001 Whitis Ave. 

Apr. 3  3 PM at First Presbyterian Church, 8001 Mesa Drive   www.early-music.org 

 

   

   

 

Calendar of Events 

http://www.ensembleviii.org/
http://txconsort.org/
http://www.early-music.org/

