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  WMMC - Member Highlight – Marcia Edwards 
 
My two brothers and I grew up on a farm in central Illinois with a Shetland pony, a collie, 
and one black and white spotted cat.  In 2nd grade, I began piano lessons with the woman 
who was our Methodist Church organist and our elementary school music teacher.  My 
mother was not a musician, but she made sure that we practiced regularly.  In high school, I 
was asked to accompany the school chorus.  I also played piano with the jazz band and for 
my senior class production of “Oklahoma.”  In addition, I played clarinet in the high school 
concert and marching bands. 

 
My undergraduate major at the University of Illinois was French, and I was fortunate to be 
able to spend my junior year living with a French family and studying in Grenoble and then 
Rouen.  When I returned from France, I decided instead of teaching French to teach English 

 as a 2nd Language.  I attended UCLA for a master’s degree in TESL.  Then I moved to Houston for a teaching job at the U 
of H.   
 
It was in Houston that I met George.  My officemate at the U of H fixed me up with him on a blind date.  A year and a 
half later, we were married at the Rice University Chapel. George introduced me to backpacking on our honeymoon in 
Glacier Park, Montana.  This summer we celebrated our 40th wedding anniversary in Santa Fe with a surprise party 
arranged by our children. 
 
Once George completed his medical training at Baylor, we moved to Hickory, NC, where he joined a private pediatric 
practice.  I taught at Lenoir-Rhyne College in Hickory and at Appalachian State University in Boone. I also worked with 
foreign students in the Hickory public schools. 
 
In 1983, we decided to return to Texas. George found employment at the Children’s Hospital in Austin, and I was 
accepted into the Ph.D. program in Linguistics at UT.  By the time that I completed my degree in 1995, we had two 
children—Emily and Mark—and I was convinced of the importance of being present and involved at their schools.  My 
activities included serving as room mother, PTA President at O. Henry Middle School, and Band Parent President at 
Austin HS.  Our children learned to play piano with Felicity Coltman, and they were both active band members 
beginning in middle school.  Today Emily is an Assistant District Attorney for Travis County.   Mark works for a music 
management company in Los Angeles and plays drumset for three different bands. 
 
I am grateful to Felicity for introducing me to Kathryn Govier, who was looking for a duet partner.  And I am grateful to 
Kathryn for encouraging me to join WMMC.  Another current interest that I find extremely rewarding is teaching a 
caregiver class at the TownLake YMCA.  Once my term as WMMC President is over, I’m looking forward to spending 
more time traveling with George and enjoying our retirement.  I appreciate the friends I have met through WMMC, and 
I look forward to learning more about opera, a new interest that has developed since I joined the club. 
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Happy New Year! 

WMMC closed out 2016 with its traditional holiday coffee and music program.  Many thanks to the Hospitality Committee for making 

this event so festive—Chair Carolyn McColloch, Marie White, Deb Cavin, Suzy Gallagher, Anita Edwards, and Catherine van Zanten. 

 

Coming up in 2017, the Nominating Committee (Chair Martha Cook, Kathryn Govier, Marianne Kim, Joy Gooden, and Carolyn 

McColloch) will present the slate of officer nominations for 2017 – 2019 at the meeting on February 1.  The election will take place on 

February 15. 

 

The Fielder Grant Committee is completing the selection of finalists who will compete in person following the regular meeting on 

March 15.  All members are welcome to attend the contest at 1 PM in our usual location. 

 

Looking ahead:  Opera in the Ozarks artistic director Tom Cockrell has announced that Opera in the Ozarks will be performing Georges 

Bizet’s Carmen, Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart’s The Marriage of Figaro, and Carlisle Floyd’s American classic Susannah during the 2017 

season.  The season will open on June 23 and close on July 21.  A group from WMMC customarily attends the final three nights of 

performances, this year July 19 – 21.  Lee Meyer is an excellent source of information about Opera in the Ozarks, if you think you might 

be interested in attending this year.  It is a wonderful experience! 

 

Member News 
WMMC Parliamentarian and Yearbook Chair Gloria Hooper has resigned from our club and is moving to Temple, TX.   

Thought for the day 
"We make a living by what we get, but we make a life by what we give."  Sir Winston Churchill 

 

 

 

THE MET: LIVE IN HD (OPERA AT THE MOVIES)  

2017 SEASON 
1/21 – Roméo et Juliette (Gounod) LIVE – New Production 

1/25 – Roméo et Juliette Encore 

2/25 – Rusalka (Dvorák) LIVE – New Production 

3/1 – Rusalka Encore 

3/11 – La Traviata (Verdi) LIVE 

3/15 – La Traviata Encore 

3/25 – Idomeneo (Mozart) LIVE 

3/29 – Idomeneo Encore  

4/22 – Eugene Onegin (Tchaikovsky) LIVE 

4/26 – Eugene Onegin Encore  

5/13 – Der Rosenkavalier (Richard Strauss) LIVE – New Production 

5/17 – Der Rosenkavalier Encore 

 

President’s Message  
Marcia Edwards 

 

 

http://www.fathomevents.com/event/romeo-et-juliette-live
http://www.fathomevents.com/event/romeo-et-juliette-encore
http://www.fathomevents.com/event/rusalka-live
http://www.fathomevents.com/event/rusalka-encore
http://www.fathomevents.com/event/la-traviata-live
http://www.fathomevents.com/event/la-traviata-encore
http://www.fathomevents.com/event/idomeneo-live
http://www.fathomevents.com/event/idomeneo-encore
http://www.fathomevents.com/event/eugene-onegin-live
http://www.fathomevents.com/event/eugene-onegin-encore
http://www.fathomevents.com/event/der-rosenkavalier-live
http://www.fathomevents.com/event/der-rosenkavalier-encore
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About the Performers 

 
 
Jessica Valls, double bass 
Double bassist, cellist, recording artist, producer, educator, wife and mother, the Austin-native musician exemplifies the ubiquitous artistry of a true 
music lover, heeding to no one genre, discipline, or stage. Ms. Valls studied at The Oberlin Conservatory and went on for a Masters of Music in Double 
Bass Performance at the Manhattan School of Music and now a Doctorate of Musical Arts at the University of Texas at Austin. She is presently a 
faculty member at The Austin Chamber Music Center, The Girl’s School of Austin, and Huston-Tillotson University. An invited performer at the 2007 
and 2009 International Society of Bassists Conventions, she is a regular guest artist and clinician at the North Texas Bass Camps and the Oklahoma 
Summer Arts Institute, among others. 
 
Filipe Valls, marimba 
Bio not available at time of publication. 
 
Karol Ann Badgett, piano 
Karol Ann Badgett's portfolio contains compositions for solo piano, choir, voice and piano, instrumental works, chamber music, and orchestra.  She is 
now a featured composer with Alpha Major Publishing of Houston, Texas. Their Collaborative Series currently includes duets for one piano, four 
hands and violin ensembles for two and three violins with piano accompaniment.  She is a recipient of a doctorate in composition from The Butler 
School of Music at U.T.  She has a Master’s of Music in composition from U.T.  in addition to degrees in piano performance from Texas State 
University and piano pedagogy from U.T. She now has a private studio and teaches piano, composition, and theory. She loves bringing her diverse 
experience to students of all ages, especially young students learning about all sorts of new music for the first time. 
 
Carlie Burdett, piano 
Carlie Burdett is a composer and lyricist whose portfolio contains hundreds of pieces for choir, voice, piano, and other instruments.  She won the 
2013 Houston Saengerbund Composition Contest and the 2014 TFMC Music in Poetry Contest.  She studied at UT Austin before completing her 
Bachelor of Music Degree in Theory/Composition at WTAMU.  In addition to writing music, Carlie has taught piano and theory and has been active in 
Federated Music Clubs.  She currently chairs Sacred Music and Together We Sing for TFMC.  She and her husband Tom have three children and five 
grandchildren and live in Georgetown, Texas. 
 
Carolyn McColloch, piano 
Carolyn graduated with a Bachelor of Music Education from West Virginia University with prior study at Mason College of Music in Charleston, 
Randolph-Macon Woman's College, U. of Michigan Interlochen, and additional graduate study. She continued to study as she performed and taught 
in Oklahoma City, Denver, Midland, Kingwood, Houston, and Katy. She loved teaching. Now she is performing and sharing her love of music! 
 
Martha Cook, soprano  
Martha Cook and Van Cliburn have something in common, the same hometown.  Martha entered Stephen F. Austin State University with a scholarship 
playing French horn.  She has a Bachelor of Science degree from Texas State University.  Her professional career was in healthcare administration.  In 
her teens and early married years she was pianist or organist for various churches.   Through the years she has sung in church choirs, Houston 
Oratorio Society, and Austin Choral Union.  She currently sings with St. Edward's Masterworks Singers.  Her recent voice coaches are Cynthia Dyre 
Moellenhoff and Katherine Altobello. 
 
Carla Johnson, soprano 
Carla Johnson grew up in Lubbock and attended Texas Tech University where she sang in the Tech Choir and Madrigal group.  After receiving her 
Bachelor’s in Music and her Master’s in Elementary Education, she taught music in Florida.  After moving back to Lubbock, Carla was involved in 
many organizations. She is a Past President of the Texas Federation of Music Clubs, TFMC District I, and Lubbock Music Club. Carla joined the WMMC 
in 2006 when she moved to Austin with her husband Phil, who is a Justice on the Texas Supreme Court. 

Danelle Sasser, flute 
Danelle Sasser has played flute and alto flute with Cinematic Symphony since January 2012. Danelle grew up in Albuquerque, New Mexico and 
started playing the flute in 4th grade. She received a BBA from University of New Mexico with a minor in music. After spending a few years in a 
suburb of Philadelphia, she has been in Austin for over two decades. She has played with the Austin Flute Choir for 20 years and has subbed with the 
Balcones Community Orchestra. She was also part of the Austin Chamber Music Center for 10 years, and she now plays in a woodwind trio and other 
small chamber groups.  

Brian Peterson, clarinet 
A Balcones Community Orchestra member for nearly a decade, Brian has been playing clarinet for nearly thirty-five years. He divides his time 
between teaching clarinet students in the Eanes and Lake Travis School Districts and serving as Pastor of Ascension Lutheran Church in Northwest 
Hills. He studied music at the University of Texas. Brian performs with Concordia Santa Fe Wind Ensemble, the Austin Chamber Music Center and the 
Austin Symphony. He enjoys reading, movies, home brewing and trying to keep up with his two teenage sons, Max and Luke. 

John O’Neill, bassoon 
I have a BM degree from the University of Texas, where I studied Bassoon. I played in the UT Orchestra and Woodwind Quintet which lead to my love 
of chamber music.  I also have a Masters Degree in music literature from the University of Houston.  While in Houston I continued bassoon studies 
and played in the Houston Symphony. I took a teaching job at Lee College in Baytown Texas, where I taught Music Literature, woodwinds and 
chamber music.  After teaching for 22 years I became a Antiques Dealer specializing in 18th century New England furniture and art. 
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Event Calendar 

Artisan Quartet – artisanquartet.com 
The quartet: Richard Kilmer, 1

st
 violin; Caleb Polashek, 2

nd
 violin, Bruce Williams, viola and Doug Harvey, cello, will be performing both 

Mozart quartets, K. 465 “Dissonance” and K. 458 “Hunt.” Rick Rowley will join them for this free concert. 
Jan. 15 – 3:00 PM – Tarrytown Methodist United Church – 2531 Exposition Blvd. 
 
Austin Chamber Music – austinchambermusic.org 
My Life.  Composers depict their deepest and most personal thoughts and desires in these autobiographical works.  Smetana’s String 
Quartet in E minor; Fujiwara’s Fiddle Suite: Montana; 
Brahms’ Piano Quartet in G minor, Op. 25.  
Jan. 20 – 7:00 PM – Private home 
Jan. 21 – 7:00 PM -  First Unitarian Church, 4700 Grover Avenue  
 
Opera at the Movies, The Met - www.amctheatres.com/programs/the-met or fandango.com 
Roméo and Juliette. 
Jan. 21 – 11:55 AM 
 
LOLA at 4

th
 Tap - lolaaustin.org 

Baritone Tim O’Brien will be performing an original one-man opera by local composer Kathryn Mishell. 
Jan. 26 – 8:00 PM -  10615 Metric Blvd. 
 
Ensemble VIII – ensembleviii.org  
Three English Gentlemen – Music of Byrd and Dowland.  Performers Ryland Angel, Donald Meineke and James Morrow present William 
Byrd’s Mass for Three Voices, as well as beautiful songs with lute accompaniment by John Dowland.  A few surprises you won’t want to 
miss!  
Jan. 27 – 7:30 PM – St. Louis Catholic Church Chapel, 7601 Burnet Road 
 
Austin Opera – austinopera.org 
Donizetti’s The Daughter of the Regiment. Love and whimsy triumph over barriers of rank and class in this romantic comedy.  Be 
dazzled by the vocal fireworks in Donizetti’s charming masterpiece about tomboyish, love-stricken Marie – the adoptive daughter of 
1,500 French soldiers. 
Jan. 28 and Feb 2  - 7:30 PM – The Long Center for the Performing Arts, 701 West Riverside Drive 
Feb. 5 – 3:00 PM – The Long Center  
 
Austin Baroque Orchestra -  austinbaroqueorchestra.org 
Friends and Family.  Composers in the past didn’t live in a bubble! With so many musicians working in Europe in the late 18

th
 century, 

it’s no surprise that so many of them were friends, or even related to one another.  Three of the composers on this program were even 
known to have played in a string quartet together for a time.  Works by Mozart père and fils, Salieri, J. C. Bach and Michael Haydn. 
Jan. 28 – 8:00 PM - First English Lutheran Church, 3001 Whitis Avenue 
 
Austin Civic Orchestra – austincivicorchestra.org 
Spotlight on Southwestern.  Kenny Sheppard will lead the Southwestern University Chorale and alumni guests in music from 
Mendelssohn’s oratorio Elijah, Michael Cooper’s edition of Mendelssohn’s Italian Symphony; Jason Hoogerhyde’s contemplative 
Lament for string orchestra. 
Feb. 4 – 7:30 PM – Alma Thomas Theater, Southwestern University, Georgetown 
 
Chorus Austin – chorusaustin.org 
Voices of Mercy.  Immerse yourself in two masterpieces composed after the First World War – Poulenc’s Mass in G and Vaughan 
Williams’ Mass in G minor with Chorus Austin Chamber Ensemble. 
Feb. 4 – 7:30 PM – St. Matthews Episcopal Church, 8134 Mesa Drive  
Feb. 5 – 4:00 PM -  St. Paul Lutheran Church, 3501 Red River Street 
 
Central Texas Medical Orchestra - ctmorchestra.org 
Music for the Heart.  Soloist Claire Wells, guest artist Oliver Rajamani. Benefit People’s Community Clinic. 
Feb. 11 -  7:30 PM – Jones Hall, St. Edward’s University, 3001 South Congress 

 

http://www.amctheatres.com/programs/the-met%20or%20fandango.com

