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Maxine Gomes graduated high school in Wharton, Texas where she 
played clarinet, flute, cello, and piano in various music groups.  She 
graduated Summa Cum Laude in three years from Prairie View A&M 
University as a piano major with a minor in French.  Maxine attended 
the New England Conservatory of Music in Boston and was a member 
of the select vocal ensemble under “Cookie” DeVaron who directed 
the program performances at the conservatory, with the Boston Sym-
phony Orchestra, and at Tanglewood.  Maxine graduated from N.E.C. 
with a Master’s Degree in Piano Performance, and was employed on 
L.I., N.Y. to conduct a high school choir and teach regents theory.   
Maxine also taught private piano lessons and was a church organist/
choir director. During that time she gave solo piano performances at 
the Ima Hogg Winedale Festival in Texas, across Long Island, the New 
York City metropolitan area, and on FM radio broadcasts.   

 
After earning a Ph.D. in Piano Performance from N.Y.U., Maxine did additional graduate study at Queens’s 
College, Adelphi U., Stonybrook U., and Indiana U.  She earned a degree in Educational Administration from 
L.I. University, and was appointed a School District Administrator on L.I.  where she remained until her retire-
ment. 
 
Maxine is published in numerous professional journals, was appointed NYS School Music Chair for Piano, NYS 
Chair of Multicultural Music Education, and was elected President of the NYS-Suffolk Council of Administra-
tors in Music Education.   
 
Maxine met her husband, Peter, when she 
moved to N.Y.  They retired to The Hills, Texas in 
1998, and she became a member of the WMMC 
at that time.  Maxine has served as chair of the 
Fielder Grant, first vice president, and president 
of the WMMC from 2011-2013.  She continues 
as an active pianist, and enjoys  
travelling, playing tennis, and a bit of golf.     
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From a Letter to His Daughter  

Finish each day and be done with it. 

You have done what you could. 

Some blunders and absurdities 

no doubt have crept in; 

Forget them as soon as you can. 

Tomorrow is a new day; 

Begin it well and serenely 

And with too high a spirit 

To be cumbered with 

your old nonsense. 

 

This day is all that is 

Good and fair. 

It is too dear, 

With its hopes and invitations 

to waste a moment on yesterdays. 

 

                                                             Ralph Waldo Emerson 

The following poem was read at James Armstrong’s memorial service.   
Mr. Armstrong was a staunch supporter of the arts in Austin.    

                                                   Quote submitted by Katharine Shields   

Janie Keys 

President’s Message 

MEMBER NEWS 

About the Fall Luncheon.......  
Many thanks to Sarah Harriman, co-chair of Hospitality, and her committee for their indispensable help before and during the 
Luncheon. 
 
The performance by Sandy Yamamoto and Colette Valentine was thrilling and was much appreciated by all who heard them.  They 
have been awarded the honoraria made available by Mary Lou Connelly's generous donation which benefits performers at the Fall 
Luncheon.  You can hear them play again in recital as part of the Butler Trio on November 29th at 7:30 in Jessen Auditorium. 
 
Our excellent speaker, Annie Burridge, has generated a lot of excitement among our members about the upcoming season of Aus-
tin Opera. 
 

About our next program.......... 
A special treat awaits us in the October 18th program.  Ensemble VIII, the well known Austin-based vocal ensemble, will give a 
guest performance.  They are on this program due to timing that was  serendipitous .  The singers, many of whom come from 
across the US, will be in town to rehearse for their upcoming concerts on October 19th and 20th.  We will be given a preview of 
these concerts!   See  the Events Calendar (on page 4) for times and locations. 

Enid Hallock is currently residing at Buckner Rehab Center.  Her son and daughter-in-law have requested no visitors for 
now.    However, Enid would welcome cards and letters.  Please send correspondence to her home address (in the yearbook), and 
her family will make sure that she receives your mail. 

Doris Jean Tyler is also in rehab following a fall on October 6.  Please send cards and letters to her home address, and her daughter 
and son-in-law will deliver them to her. 
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Dr. James Morrow , Director 
James Morrow is director of choral activities at The University of Texas at Austin where he conducts the Chamber Singers and directs 
the graduate program in choral conducting. He is founder and artistic director of the Bach Cantata Project at the Blanton Museum of 
Fine Arts. His choirs have recorded numerous CDs and have toured throughout the U.S., Europe and South America. He is also found-
er and artistic director of Ensemble VIII. 

 

Ensemble VIII 
The mission of Ensemble VIII is to perform vocal works from the Renaissance and Baroque eras at the highest artistic level with a 
keen attention to scholarship and historically informed performance practices. The ensemble is based in Austin, Texas and is com-
posed of highly trained early music performers from throughout the United States. For more information, visit 
www.ensembleVIII.org. Ensemble VIII is a not-for-profit 501(c)(3) organization. 

 

 
Sheryl Goodnight, flute 
Sheryl has been a musician since childhood.  At Temple High School she played with the All State Orchestra, and All Region and Area 
Bands and Orchestra. She received Outstanding Performer Awards at solo and ensemble contests. Sheryl holds a degree in Piano 
Performance from UT and a Performance Certificate in Flute. She is the Principle Flutist with the Temple Symphony Orchestra, and 
she teaches flute for Temple College and Mary Hardin Baylor.  She also has a private studio in her home. She has presented recitals 
and clinics throughout Texas and often appears as soloist. Sheryl enjoys spending time with her dachshund Sassi, visiting with family 
and friends, doing aerobics, and working on her talking computer. 
 
 
Dr. Stephen Burnaman, piano 

Dr. Stephen Burnaman serves on the faculty of Huston Tillotson University in Austin, where he is Department Chairman of the Arts 
and Humanities.  He teaches piano, theory, and music history.  Also, he is organist for Hyde Park Baptist Church in Austin.  He has a 
private studio. 
 
 

Toby Blumenthal-Phillips, piano 

Toby began playing the piano at age 7, and at age 13 she 
performed as a piano soloist with the Chicago Symphony 
Orchestra after winning an area-wide competition for the 
opportunity. She serves on the Round Rock Symphony 
Orchestra board.  She became the director of CHAMPS 
(Chamber Music in Public Schools) in April 2011 and co-
founded Luzerne Chamber Music Festival in Lake Luzerne, 
New York, now in its 31st year. Toby credits music for giv-
ing her some of the best things in life: a shared passion 
with her late husband, Bert Phillips; an entire extended 
family of students; and lifetime bonds with fellow musi-
cians.  
 

 

Timothy Woolsey, piano 
Timothy Woolsey is Professor of Piano Emeritus at Texas 
State University where he taught from 1975-2010. He still 
teaches privately at home and taught adjunct at the Uni-
versity of Texas in 2015-2016. He holds the Doctor of Mu-
sical Arts degree from UT Austin where he studied with 
John Perry.  

 

ABOUT OUR PERFORMERS 

Happy Fall         

http://www.ensembleviii.org/
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Events Calendar 
Ensemble VIII—www.ensembleVIII.org 
Oct. 19@ 7:30 p.m.  Westlake Hills Presbyterian Church,  7127 Bee Cave Rd. 
Oct. 20@ 7:30 p.m.  St. Louis Catholic Church Chapel,  7601 Burnet Rd. 

 “Celestial Fire - Masterworks of the Renaissance.” 

 

Balcones Orchestra – bcorchestra.net   
Oct. 22 @ 4:00 PM - St. Matthews Episcopal Church, 8134 Mesa Drive 
Mozart:  Horn Concerto No. 3 in Eb with soloist Nicholas Fife, horn.  Orchestra will also perform Haydn’s Symphony No. 97 in C Major 
and Debussy’s Petite Suite. 
 

Conspirare – conspirare.org  
Oct. 27 @ 8:00 PM – University Presbyterian Church, 2203 San Antonio Street 
Symphonic Choir Sings. Program: David Lang’s the national anthems; selections from Songs of Love by Will Todd; Mason Bates’ Mass 
Transmission; Kentard Sato’s Tsunangari. 
 

Austin Baroque Orchestra – austinbaroqueorchestra.org 
Oct. 28 @ 7:00 PM – Redeemer Presbyterian Church, 2111 Alexander Avenue 
The annual performance of Latin American music will feature music for Mass, Matins, and Vespers for major feasts like Christmas, 
Corpus Christi, and the Assumption, as well as minor feasts like St. Joseph’s Day and regional celebrations such as St. Ildephonsus’ 
Day and the Solemnity of Our Lady of Guadalupe.  This year’s concert will feature three pieces that have not been performed since 
they were written!  
 

Georgetown Symphony Society – gsstx.org 
Oct. 29 @ 4:00 PM – Klett Center for the Performing Arts, Georgetown High School, 2211 N. Austin Avenue 
Van Cliburn International Piano Competition Bronze Medalist Daniel Hsu in recital.  Program: Franz Schubert: Four Impromptus, D. 
899, Op.90; Marc-Andre Hantelin: Toccata on “L’homme armé;” Frederick Chopin: Polonaise No. 6 in Ab Major, Op. 53; J.S. Bach/F. 
Busoni: Chaconne in D minor; Sergei Rachmaninoff: Sonata No. 2 in Bb minor, Op. 36.  
 

Gilbert and Sullivan Society -  gilbertsullivan.org  
Oct. 29 @ 3:00 PM – Bachus Conservatory Performing Arts Center, 12233 RR 620 North #305 
Join some of your favorite Gilbert & Sullivan singers Sunday, October 29 at 3pm - the Sunday afternoon before Halloween - and hear 
some of your favorite G&S classics with a scary twist. You might meet a phantom “Pooh-Bah” or a ghostly “Gondolier” or just maybe 
a monster “Major General.” Special apparitions possible by Dick Deadeye, Mad Margaret, and the well-known sorcerer John Welling-
ton Wells.  Audience members (and their kids) are encouraged to wear their Halloween costumes. 

 

Chorus Austin – chorusaustin.org   
Nov. 4 @ 7:30 PM – St. Matthew’s Episcopal Church, 8134 Mesa Drive 
Nov. 5 @ 3:00 PM – St. Martin’s Evangelical Lutheran Church, 606 15th St. W 
Chorus Austin’s Chamber Ensemble presents works by Bach, Schütz, Brahms, and Mendelssohn to commemorate the 500th anniver-
sary of the Protestant Reformation. 
 

Austin Civic Orchestra - austincivicorchestra.org 
Nov. 5 @ 4:00 PM – Austin ISD Performing Arts Center, 1500 Barbara Jordan Blvd. 
America, the Beautiful. Guest soloist Jessica Mathaes will perform music by Samuel Barber in a concert that will also feature music 
from West Side Story, Porgy and Bess, and William Grant Still’s Symphony No. 1, Afro-American.  Program: Porgy and Bess, Selections 
for Orchestra by George Gershwin, arranged by Robert Russell Bennett; Variations on “America” by Charles Ives, arranged by William 
Schuman; West Side Story Overture by Leonard Bernstein; Violin Concerto, Op. 14, Movement 1 (Allegro) by Samuel Barber, featur-
ing Jessica Mathaes on violin; Symphony No. 1, Afro-American, by William Grant Still. 
 

Austin Opera - austinopera.org 
Nov. 11 @ 7:30 PM - The Long Center, 701 W. Riverside Drive 
Nov. 16 @ 7:30 PM & Nov. 19 @ 3:00 PM - The Long Center, 701 Riverside Drive 
Carmen. Bizet’s sizzling hot opera tells the tale of one of the most dynamic characters in the operatic canon, Carmen.  It also con-
tains some of its most beloved and well-known music, including the “Toreador Song” and the “Habanera.” 
A new, gritty, and mesmerizing production places the classic story of love, betrayal, and ultimately death, in 1970. Mezzo-soprano 
Sandra Piques Eddy, praised for her “dark, sensuous mezzo and charming stage presence” (Opera Magazine), stars in the provoca-
tively alluring title role alongside tenor Chad Shelton, the naïve soldier who succumbs to her advances to tragic end. Baritone Nor-
man Garrett will storm the stage in his Austin Opera debut as the Toreador, Escamillo. 


