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I do not come from a musical background though my mother made it her mission to 
expose her three children to the arts through extracurricular activities.  I had the 
benefit of taking piano lessons with Esma Beth Clark, the church organist for Univer-
sity Presbyterian Church, and a family friend and neighbor.  Though we both strug-
gled through piano lessons for a year or two with the end result being that I cannot 
play a note, I did learn how to listen to music and at least tell if the scale is going up 
or down on the sheet. 
 
I sang in the choir in high school until I was accused of singing tenor instead of alto. 
My embarrassment at the age of 14 was so excruciating, it overcame my need to fit 
in with the group and I quit choir. 
 
Amazingly, I seem to have an ear for music. I’m able to pick out pieces by listening 
to a few notes or bars and enjoy listening to music immensely. 

 
I had the good fortune to see the Houston Grand Opera production of Porgy and Bess in the 1970s.  I recently learned that was the 
first time the opera had been performed in complete form in the United States since the 1940s. 
 
It is my delight to be a member of the WMMC and to increase both my exposure to various types of music and my understanding 
and knowledge of music.  While you won’t see me perform in a musical manner, I’ve read poetry.  I’ve also served on the Fielder 
Grant Committee, Program Committee, House Committee and Hospitality Committee in the 2+ years I’ve been involved with the 
WMMC. And, I am happy to be part of the audience. 
 
A lifelong Austinite, except for four years in San Antonio where I received my B.A. in Applied Arts from Trinity University, I have 
served on many boards and have worked in many organizations. Some of these roles include the following: member of a private 
school board of trustees, volunteer and docent at the Blanton Museum of Art, small business consultant, chaplain intern at St. 
David’s hospital, office manager for a realty office and a legal office, personal assistant to an artist, and church lay ministry coordi-
nator. 
 
I had the good fortune to grow up with my grandparents living nearby:  my maternal grandmother on Rio Grande Street and my 
paternal grandparents in Pflugerville.  I’m the youngest of three and the only girl. 
 
I am happily married to my husband of 35 years, Ken Lerner.  Ken is a West Texas boy who found his way to Austin in the early 
1970s to attend UT where he obtained his B.B.A. and J.D.  We have a lovely daughter, Katherine, who is currently living in Atlanta. 
 
Our family enjoys movies, all kinds of music, hiking, traveling, trying out new restaurants and food, good conversation, and our 
diverse group of friends, both old and new. 
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For those of you who were well and chose to brave the cold weather, the trip to Westlake Hills Presbyterian 
Church to hear our sacred music program was worthwhile and gratifying.  In the sanctuary of the church, the 
pipe organ was visually arresting.  As the program progressed, the sound coming from this wonderful instru-
ment was impressive as organists Gena Tabery and Paul Keith explored through their selections its depth and 

breadth.  The chamber performances of Beethoven and Bach provided a lovely counterpoint to the enveloping sound of the organ. 
 
We will be back at our TFMC meeting place on February 21st for the NFMC Crusade for Strings program.  We will hear performances 
that take us from the Baroque to late Romantic eras.  To find out more about this program, go to http://www.kmfa.org/events   (choose 
classical live) to read Michelle d'Arcy's preview.  After the meeting, feel free to stay for the new member orientation (even if you  
aren't a new member) hosted by Maxine Gomes.  You will hear an overview of WMMC, including our chapter history, the yearbooks, 
the committees that keep us functioning, and where we fit in the National and State organizations.  If you have any questions about 
WMMC, here's your chance to have them answered.   
 
The mysteries of membership.  The process of becoming a member of WMMC is outlined step by step in the bylaws section of the year-
book (p. 49), but not everyone reads the bylaws (believe it or not!).  The short business meeting held at the end of the sacred music 
program had to do with satisfying one of those steps.  After a prospective member has filled out an application and has been approved 
by the membership committee, then that person's name must be read before the general membership.  After the name has been 
read, an invitation to join is sent by membership chair, Suzy Gallagher.  Many thanks to Suzy for keeping this process going.   

Janie Keys 

President’s Message 

 The Diatonic Dittymunch 

by Jack Prelutsky  
(b. 1940; named U.S. Children’s Poet Laureate in 2006) 

 

The Diatonic Dittymunch 
plucked music from the air, 
it swallowed scores of symphonies, 
and still had space to spare, 
sonatas and cantatas 
slithered sweetly down its throat, 
it made ballads into salads, 
and consumed them note by note. 
 
It ate marches and mazurkas, 
it ate rhapsodies and reels, 
minuets and tarantellas 
were the staples of its meals, 
but the Diatonic Dittymunch 
outdid itself one day, 
it ate a three-act opera, 
And loudly passed away. 

“Music acts like a magic key,  to which the  

most-tightly-closed heart opens.”   

Maria Von Trapp 

http://www.kmfa.org/events
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ABOUT OUR PERFORMERS 
Marianne Weiss Kim, soprano recorder 
I learned the love of song in Germany, where I grew up.  At the age of 16-20, I sang Madrigals and Bach Cantatas as well as Oratorios 
with a concert choir in Stuttgart.  I took vocal instructions in Stuttgart and later in Houston, where I sang in an Episcopal choir.  I still 
particularly love the German Lied and decided to take vocal lessons again.   My primary instrument is the recorder, and I have  accu-
mulated a fair repertoire by attending workshops throughout the US. 

Pat Yingst, flute 
Pat grew up  playing piano and flute.  In 1979 she completed a degree in music theory at the University of Houston, and following 
that returned to her career as a software developer while teaching piano in the evening.  When it came time to retire from her pro-
fession she decided to use this precious time as an opportunity to revisit the flute.  For the past 7 years she has studied with Seetha 
Shivaswamy.  She enjoys playing with several large ensembles including the Austin Flute Choir, the Austin Philharmonic Orchestra, 
and the Balcones Community Orchestra.  She is also in several chamber groups. 

Angela Smith, author 
Angela Smith is a native Texan and award-winning writer and working musician. She is a graduate of the University of North Texas 
and a former reporter for the Associated Press. Executive Director Emeritus of the Writers' League of Texas, Smith is now a full-time 
freelancer. When she's not writing, editing or gigging as a pan player, cellist or pianist, you can find her gazing through a telescope at 
star clusters, galaxies and nebulae; talking politics; or promoting her most recent books Women Drummers: A History From Rock and 
Jazz to Blues and Country and Steel Drums and Steelbands: A History (Rowman & Littlefield).  

Wanda Reynolds, piano 
Wanda Reynolds is an accomplished pianist and always willing to accompany.  Wanda worked for IBM for many years, but is now 
retired.  

Mary Parse, piano 
Mary began playing hymns for Sunday school in the fourth grade, and she was full-time organist at her church from eighth grade 
through high school.   During undergraduate school at Austin College, she was the pianist for the vocal studio and the college 
choir.   She has continued to play for churches, singers and instrumentalists ever since, and she loves collaborative music-making. 

Leah Nelson, viola 
An engaging performer and inspired educator, Austin native Leah Nelson has become a highly sought after violist. Leah has per-
formed throughout the United States including Carnegie Hall and Walt Disney Concert Hall. As a chamber musician she performs 
with the Felix String Quartet and the Austin Chamber Music Center. Leah enjoys working with a wide variety of artists. She has 
toured with Andrea Bocelli and Trans Siberian Orchestra, performed with Barry Manilow and Willie Nelson, and recorded with the 
Grammy nominated band Devotchka. Here in Austin Leah works frequently with composer Graham Reynolds and can be heard on 
the sound track to the movie Bernie, directed by Richard Linklater. As an orchestral musician, Leah has performed regularly with the 
Austin Symphony, the New West Symphony and the American Youth Symphony. Leah received her BM in Viola Performance from 
the UT Butler School of Music and her MM from the University of Southern California. 

Toby Blumenthal-Phillips, piano 
Toby began playing the piano at age 7, and at age 13 she performed as a piano soloist with the Chicago Symphony Orchestra after 
winning an area-wide competition for the opportunity. She serves on the Round Rock Symphony Orchestra board.  She became the 
director of CHAMPS (Chamber Music in Public Schools) in April 2011 and cofounded Luzerne Chamber Music Festival in Lake Lu-
zerne, New York, now in its 31st year. Toby credits music for giving her some of the best things in life: a shared passion with her late 
husband, Bert Phillips; an entire extended family of students; and lifetime bonds with fellow musicians.  

Gregory  Shields, violin 
Greg Shields started violin at age eight and has played in a variety of school and community orchestras and musical productions.  He 
currently plays in the Balcones Community Orchestra and studies fiddle with Ruby Jane Smith. 

Ruby Jane Smith, violin and mandolin 
Ruby Jane Smith is an Austin fiddle player, singer, song writer, band leader, and recording artist.  She began violin at age two, ap-
peared at the Grand Ole Opry at age 9, and won the Mississippi State Fiddle Championship at age 11.  Her band Ruby and the Reck-
less performs frequently in Central Texas and tours nationally.  

Brian Grothues, piano  
Brian is a pianist and teacher in Austin, Texas with over 35 students.  He pursued music at the University of North Texas in Denton 
earning his Bachelor’s degree Cum Laude.  In 2008, Brian completed the Master’s Degree in Piano Literature and Pedagogy from the 
University of Texas under the guidance of celebrated pianists Gregory Allen and Sophia Gilmson.  He has studied piano and music 
history in Vienna, Austria as a member of the IES study abroad program.  Brian has collaborated with a multitude of instrumentalists 
and vocalists in concert, and he plays in a Queen tribute band called Magnifico. 

Terri Freeland, cello  
From a young age, Terri has been passionate about performing chamber music with fellow musicians.  After completing her MM in 
Cello Performance at UT Austin,  Terri maintained a private cello studio and performed as a freelance musician with various groups, 
including The Austin Symphony.  In 2005, she, along with Rachel May (violin) and Robert Centeno (piano), founded the Zelos Trio.  
Together they have concertized and coached young chamber musicians here and abroad with the Austin Chamber Music Center and 
Chamber Music for the World.  Terri resides in Lakeway with her two children and her husband Dr. Dan Freeland, owner of Bee 
Caves Family Practice. 

Robert Centeno, piano  
Robert Centeno has taught piano privately in the Austin area for almost 20 years and is the organist for the Burnet Presbyterian 
Church. He received his Bachelor's Degree in Piano Performance at Texas State University, San Marcos. Lately his energies have been 
devoted to developing a unique 12-volume music theory series which features interactive capability. By swiping QR codes found in 
the books with a smart phone or pad, students can access ear training web apps which drill them on intervals, scales, chords, and 
melodic and rhythmic dictation. Also included in this series are extensive and progressive solo drills designed to develop sight-singing 
and dictation skills.  When he is not working, Robert enjoys reading, biking and website development. 
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Events Calendar 

Austin Symphony – http://www.austinsymphony.org/ 
Feb. 23 & 24 @ 8:00 PM - Dell Hall, The Long Center 
Triumph Over Fate. Program: Robert Schumann’s Manfred Overture. “The work is based on the poem Manfred by Lord Byron and 
consists of an overture, an entracte, melodramas, and several solos and choruses.”  Rick Rowley then takes the stage to perform 
MacDowell’s Piano Concerto No. 2 which has some obvious similarities with Edvard Grieg’s, Camille Saint-Saëns’ and Franz Liszt’s 
concertos. Some consider this to be the first major piano concerto written by an American. The evening concludes with Schumann’s 
Symphony No. 2. 
 
Metropolitan Opera in local Cinemas - https://www.metopera.org/Season/In-Cinemas/ 
Feb. 24 @ 11:30  AM 
La Boheme by Giacomo Puccini. The world’s most popular opera returns in Franco Zeffirelli’s classic production, with a series of ex-
citing casts. Angel Blue, Anita Hartig, and Sonya Yoncheva share the role of the fragile Mimì, with Dmytro Popov, Russell Thomas, and 
Michael Fabiano alternating as the poet Rodolpho. Alexander Soddy and Marco Armiliato share conducting duties. 
 
Balcones Orchestra – http://www.bcorchestra.net/ 
Feb. 25 @ 4:00 PM - Episcopal Church of the Resurrection, 2200 Justin Lane 
Program:  Corelli: Concerto Grosso in Bb, Op. 6, No. 5; Mozart: Overture to “Idomenco;” 
Beethoven: Symphony No. 5 in C minor. 
 
Ensemble VIII – http://www.ensembleviii.org/ 
Mar. 2 @ 7:30 PM – St Louis Catholic Church Chapel, 7601 Burnet Road 
Three French Messieurs. Original members of Ensemble VIII Ryland Angel, Donald Meineke, and James Morrow join forces again in 
this very special, intimate concert of music for three voices. This program features gorgeous music from France, sacred and secular, 
suave and sensuous, serious and light. The concert will feature captivating music from the Baroque by Charpentier and Rameau, as 
well as exquisite Renaissance chansons by Sermisy and others.  
 
Austin Chamber Music – austinchambermusic.org 
Mar. 3 @ 7:30 PM – First Presbyterian Church, 8001 Mesa Drive 
Pisces Perception. Program: Sonata for Cello and Piano in G minor, Op. 66, Allegro moderato, Scherzo, Largo, Finale: Allegro by 
Frederic Chopin; Sonata for Cello and Piano, Op. Posthumous by Maurice Ravel; Libertango, Oblivion, Le Grand Tango by Astor 
Piazzolla.  Featuring Sara Sant’Ambrogio, cello and Michelle Schumann, piano. 
 
Austin Baroque Orchestra - https://austinbaroqueorchestra.org/ 
Mar. 3 @ 7:00 PM – Redeemer Presbyterian Church, 2111 Alexander Avenue 
String Break! Demonstrating the development of string ensemble literature, from Renaissance canzonas to Baroque concerti gros-
si.  Much of this music is Italian, but non-Italian composers readily emulated the latest music to come across the Alps.  With 
works from Frescobaldi, Locke, Purcell, Valentini, and more, this program will be a musical springtime jaunt across Europe! 
 
Gilbert and Sullivan Society -  gilbertsullivan.org 
Mar. 3 @ 7:30 PM, Mar. 4 @ 3:00 PM – Worley Barton Theater at Brentwood Christian School, 11908 N. Lamar 
Trial by Jury. The only Gilbert and Sullivan opera written in one act containing no spoken dialogue. It is a little gem of wit, clever-
ness, and charm. 
 
Georgetown Symphony Society - gsstx.org 
Mar. 4 @ 4:00 PM – Georgetown H. S., Klett Ctr. for the Performing Arts, 2211 N. Austin  
Family Pops Concert. The Temple Symphony Orchestra, conducted by Thomas Fairlie and guest artist, actor Michael Boudewyns 
present the program Toy Symphony by Franz Haydn and Peter and the Wolf by Sergei Prokofiev. 
 
Austin Chamber Ensemble – https://austinchamberensemble.org 
Mar. 10 @ 7:30 PM – First Presbyterian Church, 8001 Mesa Drive 
Simple Gifts features Felicity Coltman, piano; Martha MacDonald, clarinet; Terri Freeland, cello ; and James Anderson, violin.  The 
ensemble will perform Bernstein’s Clarinet Sonata, John Williams’ Air and Simple Gifts, works by Milhaud, Schickele, and others.  
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