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When I was four years old, I began piano lessons in San Antonio.  I remained 
with the same teacher through high school. My senior year, I won a piano in a 
music competition! 

I married right out of high school and started my family.  I was able to contin-
ue my music education at UT and NTSU.  I received my music degree from 
Northwest Missouri State University in Maryville in May 1971. In July, we 
moved our family to Germany; our children were 15, 13, 11, and 7.  My hus-
band Bob had a Ph.D. in German Literature and taught English in a German 
gymnasium.  Bob also had a degree in voice and some choral directing experi-
ence from his time at UT.   

In 1972 when we left Germany and settled in Medford, NJ, Bob was hired as 
Executive Director of the American Association of Teachers of German. I con-
sidered auditioning at Curtis Institute in Philadelphia for study towards a Mas-
ter’s Degree in Piano.  But after several lessons, and considering my children 
and their needs, I looked into other ways to use my talent.  I volunteered at a 

nearby school that offered Music Therapy for the handicapped children enrolled there. Within two weeks I was hired as 
a classroom teacher assistant.  I loved this work and decided to get certified in Special Ed.  I took the required 40 hours 
at Glassboro State and was hired in 1973 as a teacher in a school for handicapped children.  I taught until 1987, when 
Bob and I were looking for something a bit different.  We applied for Peace Corps service, were accepted, and were sent 
to Marrakesh, Morocco.  I worked with a physical therapist from Save the Children helping kids who had cerebral palsy.  
During our 3 years in Morocco, Bob taught at Marrakesh University.  We established a student chorus, and we had two 
concerts in Marrakesh and one in Agadir at the universities there. 

We returned to Austin in 1990 and divorced the following year.  Bob wanted to travel during his retirement; I felt it nec-
essary to remain in Austin with my aging parents.  I became a member of WMMC in 2002 and shortly after enrolled in 
ACMC’s Summer Adult Program where I met Felicity Coltman. She introduced me to Marcia Edwards, who has become a 
valued friend and a great duet partner.  I also enjoy collaborating with baritone Charles Palmer.  For the last 10 years, 
we have been scheduling 2 sing-along programs a month at local retirement communities. 

I have had some wonderful choral experiences in my life. While in Germany, I sang the Brahms Requiem with the Rem-
scheid Chorus and Orchestra.  I have also sung that work and other sacred choral works with Austin Civic Chorus and 
Texas Choral Consort.  I loved singing with the St. Louis Metro Singers in Carnegie Hall in 2003.  I also enjoyed singing in 
various churches and castles in England and Scotland in 2005. In 2016, I performed with 180 other singers in Rome and 
Pisa churches. The highlight of that trip was singing on July 5 at 5 o’clock mass in St. Peter’s Basilica. 
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Thought for the Day:  “Anyone who thinks fallen leaves are dead has never watched them dancing on a windy day.”  --Shira Tamir 
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The show must go on.  Despite the difficulties with the microphone and the time spent be-
tween performances moving the piano and harpsichord, the chamber music program 
proved to be a very satisfying experience: it was in turns exciting, lovely, and charm-
ing.  The selections, spanning a large slice of music history from the Baroque era to early 

20th century, offered a variety of styles and characters, beginning with the engaging Andante and Scherzo for 
flute and piano by Louis Ganne (a French composer known for his patriotic marches, ballet music, and oper-
ettas) and ending with the wonderful first movement of Dvorak's piano quintet in A Major.  The coda of this 
first movement is described by some as exuberant.  I would go a step further and say thrilling!  
 
Since this is a new venue for us, we are in the process of figuring out the performance area and the acous-
tics.  Before the quintet performance, it was necessary to move the piano to a different position so the string 
players could hear the piano and each other while they were playing.  Moving the piano meant the harpsi-
chord had to be moved out of the way.  Did you know that a harpsichord must be picked up by the legs to 
move it?  (Because the legs aren't attached to the body.)  I think we all can say the program also offered us an 
adventure in stage management. 
 
Tracy Wells at TLLC has been very helpful.  You can contact her at tracy@tllc.org if you are scheduled to per-
form on a program and want to arrange practice time in the sanctuary.  It will be available to us for practice 
only on our "off" Wednesdays between 9:00 and 11:00.    
 
Our next program, designated  
The Parade of American Music, will 
take place on November 21, the day 
before Thanksgiving.  If you have 
friends or relatives in town for the  
holiday, bring them along to hear the 
program!  Hope to see you there.  

Janie Keys 

President’s Message 

We walk on starry fields of white 
And do not see the daisies; 
For blessings common in our sight 
We rarely offer praises. 
We sigh for some supreme delight 
To crown our lives with splendor, 
And quite ignore our daily store 
Of pleasures sweet and tender. 
 
Our cares are bold and push their way 
Upon our thought and feeling. 
They had about us all the day, 
Our time from pleasure stealing. 
So unobtrusive many a joy 
We pass by and forget it, 
But worry strives to own our lives, 
And conquers if we let it. 
 
There’s not a day in all the year 
But holds some hidden pleasure, 
And looking back, joys oft appear 
To brim the past’s wide measure. 
But blessings are like friends, I hold, 
Who love and labor near us. 
 

Full many a blessing wears the guise 
Of worry or of trouble. 
Farseeing is the soul and wise 
Who knows the mask is double. 
But he who has the faith and strength 
To thank his God for sorrow 
Has found a joy without alloy 
To gladden every morrow. 
 
We ought to make the moments notes 
Of happy, glad Thanksgiving; 
The hours and days a silent phrase 
Of music we are living. 
And so the theme should swell and grow 
As weeks and months pass o’er us, 
And rise sublime at this good time, 
A grand Thanksgiving chorus. 

mailto:tracy@tllc.org
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ABOUT OUR PERFORMERS 
Nan Hampton, piano 
Nan Hampton has lived in Austin since 1955 when she came from Longview in East Texas to attend UT.  In 1958 she married Loyd 
Hampton, received her BA in Liberal Arts (Plan II) and settled down to raise two children, Lisa and Donald.  When these two were in 
middle and high School, she went back to the University to study zoology—ultimately attending the University with both children 
and receiving a Ph.D. in zoology and, five years later, a Master’s in Library and Information Science.  She taught undergraduate ge-
netics labs at the UT for 11 years.  Since retirement, Nan has served on the board of Salon Concerts, Inc. for more than 10 years.  She 
volunteers at Learning Ally (formerly Recording for the Blind and Dyslexic) and at the Lady Bird Johnson Wildflower Center answering 
questions on their website as one of their Mr. Smarty Plants.  Besides music, her other great love is travel—to Tanzania, Antarctica, 
the North Pole, Mongolia, Galapagos Islands and many other exciting places. 

Irene Travis, piano 
Irene grew up in Austin, where she studied piano with Lota Spell and Verna Harder and violin in the UT String Project. She majored in 
music history at Mills College but did not pursue a music career. After her children were grown, she played violin in community or-
chestras in the Washington, D.C., area and studied violin with Joel Berman. In 2012 she began playing piano duets with Nan Hamp-
ton and recently began studying piano with Felicity Coltman.  

Pat Yingst, flute 
Pat grew up playing piano and flute.  She received a (second) degree in music theory from the University of Houston in 1979. After 
graduation she taught piano part time while returning to her profession as a software developer.   She loved playing but suffered 
from intense performance anxiety in her younger years.   Upon retirement, she has revisited her music as an avocation.  She studies 
flute with Seetha Shivaswamy, is very active in the ACMC adult academy, and plays in several large ensembles like the Austin Philhar-
monic Orchestra and the Austin Flute Choir.  She also serves as treasurer of the Austin Flute Society.   

Andrew Ross, oboe 
Andrew is an ophthalmologist who has been practicing in Austin, TX since 2004.  He grew up in Austin and has played the oboe since 
the 6th grade, having studied formally at the University of Michigan with Harry Sargous, and at the University of Texas with Richard 
Blair.  He has played with local community groups in Austin since the late 1970s, including the Austin Civic Ensemble, the Austin Sym-
phonic Band, the Community Symphony, the Austin Civic Orchestra, and the Central Texas Medical Orchestra.  He is a founding 
member of the Austin Philharmonic Orchestra. 

Maxine Gomes, piano 
Maxine Gomes earned piano performance degrees from the New England Conservatory of Music in Boston and New York University 
where she received her Ph.D.  She pursued a dual career in New York for many years as a music teacher and solo pianist giving nu-
merous recitals and FM radio broadcasts on Long Island and New York City.    After earning a Professional Diploma in Administration, 
Maxine took a hiatus from music and had a career in school administration on Long Island, New York.  Maxine, again, is enjoying per-
forming in the metropolitan Austin area. 

Gregory  Shields, violin 
Greg Shields started violin at age eight and has played in a variety of school and community orchestras and musical productions.  He 
currently plays in the Balcones Community Orchestra and studies fiddle with Ruby Jane Smith. 

Ruby Jane Smith, violin and mandolin 
Ruby Jane Smith is an Austin fiddle player, singer, song writer, band leader, and recording artist.  She began violin at age two, ap-
peared at the Grand Ole Opry at age 9, and won the Mississippi State Fiddle Championship at age 11.  Her band Ruby and the Reck-
less performs frequently in Central Texas and tours nationally.  

Russell Gregory, bass 
Russell is a life-long Austinite.  He has performed throughout the region and is well known for his memorable characterizations of 
many leading Gilbert & Sullivan roles (The Mikado, Sergeant of Police, Sir Joseph Porter, etc.)  He has sung extensively in all major 
Texas cities and has appeared in The Marriage of Figaro, Riders to the Sea, Gianni Schicchi, Der Rosenkavalier, The Mikado, The Pi-
rates of Penzance, H.M.S. Pinafore, and The Gondoliers, among others.   Among his happiest memories on stage are his appearances 
in December 2002 and January 2006 singing with his son-in-law and grandsons – 3 generations on stage together – in Amahl and the 
Night Visitors. 

Carolyn McColloch, piano 
Carolyn graduated with a Bachelor of Music Education from West Virginia University with prior study at Mason College of Music in 
Charleston, Randolph-Macon Woman's College, and U. of Michigan Interlochen.  She continued to study as she performed and 
taught in Oklahoma City, Denver, Midland, Kingwood, Houston, and Katy.  She loved teaching.  Now she is performing and sharing 
her love of music! 
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Austin Symphony – austinsymphony.org  
Nov. 30, 8:00 PM & Dec. 1, 8:00 PM – The Long Center 
Tale of Two Titans. 
The concert opens with Texas Young Composers winner Paul Novak’s piece On Buoyancy followed by  Robert 
Schumann’s Symphony in D minor written in 1841. The concert concludes with pianist Orli Shaham performing Johannes Brahms 
Piano Concerto No. 2 in B-flat Major written in 1881 and performed by Brahms in Vienna.  

Central Texas Medical Orchestra - ctmorchestra.org  
Dec. 1, 7:30 PM – Westover Hills Church of Christ, 8332 Mesa Drive 
Ring in the Holidays. 
Program presents Nike Fife, horn soloist and St. Edward’s Choir as guest artists.   It will benefit Hospice Austin’s Christopher House. 

Georgetown Symphony Society - gsstx.org  
Dec. 2, 4:00 PM – Georgetown High School, Klett Center for the Performing Arts, 2211 N. Austin Avenue 
Annual Holiday Concert. 
The Temple Symphony Orchestra is directed by Thomas Fairlie.  Guest artists include Teri Johnson, soprano; Sherry Millican, mezzo 
soprano; Anthony Pulgram, tenor; and Bruce Cain, baritone; along with Temple College Chorale directed by Sara Harvis Baker and 
San Gabriel Chorale directed by Dr. Bruce Cain all performing the Messiah. 

Austin Civic Orchestra - austincivicorchestra.org 
Dec. 2, 5:00 PM – Austin ISD Performing Arts Center, 1500 Barbara Jordan Blvd. 
Bohemian Rhapsodies. 
Program: Pastorale by Karel Husa; Viola Concerto in D Major, Op. 1, Mvt. 1 by Carl Stamitz; The Moldau from Ma Vlast by Bedřich 
Smetana; Symphony No. 8 by Antonin Dvořák. Guest soloist violist Roger Myers. 

Chorus Austin – chorusaustin.org   
Dec. 4, 8:00 PM – Hyde Park Baptist Church, 3901 Speedway 
Dec. 5, 8:00 PM – Emmaus Catholic Church, 1718 Lohmans Crossing Rd., Lakeway 
Handel’s Messiah.  
The Austin Symphony presents its Christmas tradition accompanied by Chorus Austin and conducted by Ryan Heller. 

Texas Early Music Project - early-music.org  
Dec. 7, 7:30 PM - St. John’s United Methodist Church, 2140 Allandale Road 
Dec. 8, 7:30 PM - First English Lutheran Church, 3001 Whitis Avenue 
Dec. 9, 3:00 PM - First Presbyterian Church, 8001 Mesa Drive 
An Early Christmas. 
The intangible essence of Christmas past rediscovered with old delights and new favorites for solo voices, small chorus, instruments 
and guest harpists Therese Honey and Elaine Barber. 

Chorus Austin – chorusaustin.org 
Dec. 8, 3:00 PM— St. Matthew’s Episcopal Church, 8134 Mesa Drive 
Sing It Yourself Messiah. 
The audience joins with the Symphonic Chorus, soloists, and orchestra to bring you Handel’s great oratorio.  Includes a raffle to win a 
chance to conduct a reprise of the Hallelujah chorus. 

Austin Chamber Music.org – austinchambermusic.org 
Dec. 8, 3:30 and 7:30 PM – Stateside at the Paramount 
Featuring all of your favorite tunes from the holiday classic-and more, including Snoopy! Bring your family to this Austin tradition and 
get in the holiday spirit! Michelle Schumann, pianist; Utah Hamrick, bass; and Scott Laningham, drum. 

Conspirare – conspirare.org   
Dec. 10, 7:30 PM – The Long Center 
Conspirare Christmas. 
Ideas, a spiritual journey, and music – people coming together to experience the joy of this magical amalgam, perhaps opening up in 
this time and place to a concept of unity that might well change their lives...and perhaps, for at least a moment, coming away with 
smiles not only on their faces, but in their hearts. This enchanted musical journey reinvents the traditional holiday concert with an 
eloquent collage of musical genres curated by Conspirare Artist Director Craig Hella Johnson. This year beloved Austin Blues artist 
Ruthie Foster and Grammy-award winning Singer/Songwriter Matt Alber take the stage with Grammy award-winning  Conspirare. 

Ensemble VIII – ensembleviii.org  
Dec. 14, 7:30 PM – Westlake Presbyterian Church, 7121 Bee Caves Road 
Dec. 14, 7:30 PM  - St. Louis Catholic Church, 7601 Burnet Road 
Handel’s Messiah (complete). 
For the first time since 2012, Ensemble VIII will present Handel’s Messiah with period instruments. Experience the complete oratorio 
in the vibrant and detailed clarity that Handel would have expected with streamlined forces, expert execution, and the brilliant tim-
bres of the Baroque instruments he himself conducted. This concert is generously sponsored by Ellen and David Berman. 

Conspirare Youth Choirs – conspirare.org 
Dec. 14, 7:30 PM - St Martin’s Lutheran Church, 606 15th St.  
Dec. 15, 7:30 PM - St Martin’s Lutheran Church, 606 15th St  
Songs of Ice and Fire. 
This concert is built on themes of ice and snow, anchored on a five movement work by Sarah Quartel.  

Chorus Austin – chorusaustin.org 
Dec. 15, 3:00 PM 
On a Winter’s Eve. 
The ensembles of Chorus Austin will be joined by the Austin Children’s Choir for this family-friendly concert of carols and sing-alongs. 
The program features a newly commissioned work from Diane White-Clayton to honor the memory of Reuben McDaniel, celebrated 
professor at the University of Texas McCombs School of Business and former board chair of Chorus Austin. 

Events Calendar 


