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Highlighted Member
RUBY JANE SMITH

Source Wikipedia

Ruby Jane Smith (born November 17, 1994) is an American fiddle player,
singer, and songwriter in the traditional bluegrass and Americana mu-
sic genres. The youngest fiddler invited to play the Grand Ole Opry,
Smith has toured and recorded with Asleep at the Wheel’s Ray Benson,
Drake Bell, and Willie Nelson, and she has performed on Austin City
Limits.

Smith was born in Dallas, Texas, to parents who are originally from Co-
lumbus, Mississippi. While still a toddler, she moved there with her
mother, from whom she inherited a love for bluegrass music. Grand
Ole Opry notable Jim Brock began instructing the seven-year-old Smith
after seeing her perform onstage with Rhonda Vincent (Smith im-
pressed Vincent and Brock with a rendering of "Boil Them Cabbage Down"), and at age 10 she became the youngest in-
vited fiddler to play at the Opry. She also performed in 2003 at the CMA Music Festival. After winning the 2005 Mississip-
pi State Fiddle Championship and garnering several other contest titles, in 2008 Smith and her family moved to Austin,
Texas.

Since then, she has been mentored by Ray Benson, and she has toured with other artists (including Willie Nelson). She
has performed in a Ray Benson play A Ride with Bob, and she played on Willie Nelson’s Grammy-nominated Willie and
the Wheel. She has recorded four CDs; her debut album Road to Columbus was released in 2006, and the follow-up 6-
song EP Creekside was released in 2007. She realized a live CD Live at Roadhouse Rags in 2009 and her most recent EP
Feels Like Home was released in 2010. She won the Daniel Pearl Memorial Violin award in 2007, named for Daniel Pear!
and given by the foundation named for him, which promotes "Harmony for Humanity."

She was also an official performer at the 2010 and 2011 Austin City Limits Music Festivals.

Editors: Marie White, Marcia Edwards, Elizabeth Lerner
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President’s Message

Sarah Harriman

The hustle and bustle of the holidays is over, we’ve probably eaten too
much, we've had great visits with family and friends, and now we're won-
dering if we can keep the resolutions we made. Please let me know what
kind of response you got when you said, “Alexa, take down the Christmas
decorations!” If it works, I'll invite Alexa to come to my house next year!

| thought it was a fine experience to hear the news and commercials from WMMC-FM at the holi-
day program. | wonder if they’ll be doing a fundraiser any time soon. The creativity of our mem-
bers and guests never ceases to amaze me.

Looking forward, I'm eager to hear the Founders’ Day program which is dedicated to Women
Composers. Please note how many selections on the program are composed by WMMC members.
We are an amazing group!

| keep finding different and interesting musical presentations. Many of us grew up thinking classi-
cal music needed to be in a concert hall type setting, but that’s not necessarily so (something I'm
sure younger music lovers would agree with). Last year | was introduced to the Beerthoven con-
cert series which takes place at Saengerrunde Hall, 1607 San Jacinto. It’s classical music in a non
classical setting and great fun. Take a look at their website, beerthoven.com, for information
about their next venture, “Take Me to Your Lieder."

| sincerely hope your 2020 is creative, productive and very positive.

Bad Weather Closure or Cancellations

The Unitarian Universalist Church sometimes closes in bad
weather. They follow Austin Independent School example and
delay opening or close depending on what AISD does. So for the
day WMMC normally meets if schools are delayed or closed as-
= sume the following.

If AISD cancels classes for the day then WMMC is also cancelled.

If AISD is on a 2 hour delay (which is often the case in some bad
weather) WMMC should be able to proceed as normal.

Editors: Marie White, Marcia Edwards, Elizabeth Lerner


http://beerthoven.com/

Member News

“having such fun.”
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Angela Smith has a role in the upcoming PBS
documentary on women’s voting rights called
“Citizens at Last.” She plays Carrie Chapman
Catt, the successor to Susan B. Anthony as
president of the National Woman Suffrage
Association and founder of the League of
Women Voters. Angela says that she is

MUSICAL TERMS

ALLEREGRETTO: When you're 16 measures into the
piece and suddenly realize you set a too-fast tempo

ANGUS DEI: To play, with a divinely beefy tone

A PATELLA: Accompanied by knee-slapping

APOLOGGIATURA: A composition that you regret
playing

APPROXIMATURA: A series of notes not intended by the
composer, yet played with an "I meant to do that"
attitude

APPROXIMENTO: A musical entrance that is somewhere
in the vicinity of the correct pitch

DILL PICCOLINI: An exceedingly small wind instrument
that plays only sour notes

FERMANTRA: A note held over and over and over and
over and...

FIDDLER CRABS: Grumpy string players

FLUTE FLIES: Those tiny insects that bother musicians
in outdoor gigs

FRUGALHORN: A sensible and inexpensive brass
instrument

GAUL BLATTER: A French horn player

GREGORIAN CHAMP: The title bestowed upon the monk
who can hold a note the longest

PLACEBO DOMINGO: A faux tenor

SPRITZICATO: An indication to string instruments to
produce a bright and bubbly sound

TEMPO TANTRUM: What an elementary school
orchestra is having when it's not following the
conductor

Thoughts for January

Why Music?

I. Music is a Science.
Il. Music is mathematical.

IlIl. Music is a Foreign language
IV. Music is History.

V. Music is Physical Education.

VI. Music Develops Insight and
Demands research.
VII. Music is all these things, but most of all,
Music is Art.

That is why we teach music:
Not because we expect you to
major in music
Not because we expect you to play or
sing all your life....

But so you will be human
So you will recognize beauty
So you will be closer to an infinite beyond
this world.

So you will have something to cling to
So you will have more love,
more compassion,

More gentleness, more good -

In short, more Life.

Editors: Marie White, Marcia Edwards, Elizabeth Lerner




Line Upon Line Percussion

Jan. 11" at 8 p.m. (Crashbox, 5305 Bolm Rd. #12, 78721)
https://www.lineuponlinepercussion.org/master-event-
list/2020/1/4/second-annual-winter-composer-festival

Austin Symphony Orchestra

Jan. 10" and 11™ at 8:00 p.m. (Dell Hall, Long Center, 701 W.
Riverside Dr., 78704)

Rach Star; Music of Brahms & Rachmaninoff
http://www.austinsymphony.org/events/rach-star/

Met Opera HD

Jan. 11" at 11:55 a.m. (Select Movie Theaters)

Wozzeck by Alban Berg
https://www.metopera.org/season/in-cinemas/2019-20-season/
wozzeck-live-in-hd/

Austin Chamber Music

Jan. 18" at 7:30 p.m. (First Unitarian Universalist Church, 4700
Grover Avenue, 78756)

Reicha and the Inner Circle
https://austinchambermusic.org/calendar/011820-reicha-the-
inner-circle-synchronism-concert/

Bass Concert Hall (2350 Robert Dedman, 78712)

Jan. 21-26 (Numerous performances with varying times)
Broadway in Austin presents Hello Dolly
https://austin.broadway.com/shows/hello-dolly/

Austin Opera

Jan. 23" & 25™ at 7:30 p.m. and Jan. 26™ at 2:30 p.m. (The Long
Center, 701 W. Riverside Dr., 78704)

Everest by Joby Talbot with libretto by Gene Scheer
https://austinopera.org/event/everest/

Butler School of Music

Jan. 24" 7:30 p.m. (UT Bates Recital Hall, 2406 Robert Dedman
Dr., 78712)

Miro Quartet
https://music.utexas.edu/events/4233-miro-quartet

Austin Classical Guitar

Jan. 24™ & 25™ at 8:00 p.m. and Jan. 26" at 4 p.m. (Blanton
Museum of Art Auditorium, 210 E. MLK, Jr. Blvd., 78712)
International Series — “Together” a multimedia concert about
Austin and how we are connected
https://www.austinclassicalguitar.org/event/together/

Paramount Theater

Jan. 24™ at 8:00 p.m.

Ladysmith Black Mambazo, Grammy award-winning South Afri-
can vocal group

https://tickets.austintheatre.org/5382

Austin Chamber Ensemble

Jan. 24"™ & Jan. 25" at 8:00 p.m. (First Presbyterian Church,
8001 Mesa Dr., 78731)

Harp & Oboe: An Evening of French and Czech Music
https://austinchamberensemble.org/2019-2020

Beerthoven Concert Series

Jan. 31% at 7:30 p.m. (Saengerrunde Hall, 1607 San Jacinto,
78701)

Take Me to Your Leider including “I Hate Music” by Leonard
Bernstein

Other handy websites:
Butler School of Music
https://music.utexas.edu/calendar

Fine Arts at the University of Texas
https://finearts.utexas.edu/calendar

Texas State School of Music
https://www.music.txstate.edu/

Metropolitan Opera 2020

(At the Cinema)

Check your local movie theater for times.

Jan. 11 Wozzeck (Alblan Berg)

Feb. 1 Porgy and Bess (George Gershwin)

Feb. 29 Agrippina (George Frideric Handel)

March 14 Der fliegende Holldnder (Richard Wagner)
April 11 Tosca (Giacomo Puccini)

May 9 Maria Stuarda (Gaetano Donizetti)

Editors: Marie White, Marcia Edwards, Elizabeth Lerner
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