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Thought of the day:     I am pieces of all the places I have been, and the people I have loved.  

I’ve been stitched together by song lyrics, book quotes, adventures, late night conversations, moonlight and 
the smell of coffee.            Brooke Hampton 

In addition to the musical performances featured at the club’s fall luncheon (October 6), 

Elisabeth Moreno provided a recap of the club’s history (“the second fifty years”) from 

1973-2023.  Many of the themes emphasized in the story of the first fifty years (1923-

1973) were reprised: the club’s civic involvement; its “high seriousness” evidenced in a formal course of study 

taken up each year; a commitment to championing American music and finally, the impressive performance 

chops of club members. 

In that first decade (1973-83) a WMMC President sat on the Austin Fine Arts Committee of the City Council; we 

collected instruments and advocated for additional orchestra programs in the AISD through our Strings in 

Schools committee, while one of our members, flutist Megan Meisenbach, made her debut at Carnegie Hall. 

In conjunction with the TFMC, $15,000 was donated to the creation of the Round Top Festival Hill organization, 

spearheaded by James Dick.  We joined five other Central Region states in supporting the Inspiration Point Fine 

Arts Colony in Eureka Springs, Arkansas, a relationship which continues to this day through our sponsorship of 

a “Night at the Opera,” courtesy of Maria Putter’s generous bequest.  

Developing the musical potential of young people has always been a club priority. That commitment can be 

seen in the many prizes and cash grants the club has made beginning with the Wilcox, Maurer, Putter and 

Rudd awards for high school students and culminating the in the Fielder Vocal Career Advancement Grants 

(underwritten by former president Bonnie Cummins Fielder).  More than 40 awards have been made to aspir-

ing vocalists, some of whom have gone on to careers with the Metropolitan, San Francisco and Chicago Lyric 

Operas.   

Club composers such as Kent Kennan, Donald Grantham, Joseph Castle, David Guion and Carlie Burdett were 

all recognized at the state level.  In 1998, in celebration of its 75th anniversary, the club taped performances by 

its members at the Women’s Federation Club building.  These performances were then aired on KMFA.  And at 

the 2000 NFMC convention in Roanoke, Virginia, the club earned the Rudolph Schramm Award for the best ob-

servance of the Parade of American music in the nation.  In 2005, as the new Long Center came on line, the 

club donated $2500 towards purchasing a seat in the facility while in 2007, along with other clubs in District 

Six, we won the statewide award for outstanding  contributions to community service.  

In recent years we’ve changed venues a number of times and adapted to remote Zoom programming but final-

ly settled at our new home, the First Unitarian Universalist Church.  We’ve come full circle in adopting a new 

name —Music Club Austin— and a new mission statement.  But one thing has remained constant over the past 

100 years: our dedication to the cause of music and its transformative ability to enrich the human experience. 

Club Celebrates 100 Year History 
(by Elisabeth Moreno) 
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This is the season of gratitude, and this year I’m especially mindful of and thankful for the  
major role music has played in my life. It has brought me joy, comfort, escape, the best 
friends anyone could wish for, and even the man I chose to marry.  So, yes, you might say 
music has been instrumental in my life.  

My earliest musical memory goes back to waking up as a toddler to my father’s recordings of Italian opera.  My parents 
were Italian immigrants, and my father especially loved classical music. My mother’s musical tastes went in other direc-
tions so my father went alone to symphony and chamber music concerts. He decided when I reached age 5, I was old 
enough to accompany him.   

I can never forget attending that first concert and being enchanted by the music of Dvorak’s “New World Symphony.”  
The next weekend my father took me to a record store and bought me my first LP. I chose Dvorak’s “New World Sym-
phony.” 

Thus began the musical soundtrack of my life.  I recall how as children, my little brother and I would enact imagined dra-
matic scenes from Saint-Saens “Bacchanale”  and Tchaikovsky’s “1812 Overture.”  As the older sibling, I always  chose 
the role of reigning victor. I wanted to be an only child, and music was the only way I could kill him off.  

Every weekend was spent at my family’s beach house. As a teen, I recall lying on the sand on my Elvis “autographed” 
beach towel under a sky so blue it hurt, getting blistered by the sun while Frankie Avalon serenaded me with “Venus.”   

In high school, I remember the thrill of playing cello in the All-State orchestra and in a mass orchestra at the Texas State 
Fair with Arthur Fiedler conducting.  A music scholarship helped pay my way through the University of North Texas, so 
music also provided financial benefits.  

I think back on a full church choir singing Bach’s “Jesu Joy of Man’s Desiring” at my wedding and the processional and 
recessional music played by E. William Doty, then the dean of the UT music school and my husband’s organ teacher.  

In the 1980s I traveled with my hairdresser to New York, San Francisco, Amsterdam, and London as his model.  Those 
were my disco days.  

I’ve danced to Strauss waltzes in Vienna, done the two-step at the Broken Spoke, played old time gospel on my ham-
mered dulcimer, and even gigged on washboard with a Cajun band in Louisiana. 

I made four trips to Trinidad and Tobago to hear the world’s greatest steel bands and do research and interviews for my 
book on the history of the steel drum. Two years later I traveled the country interviewing and hearing some of the great-
est women drummers perform to write my book on that subject.  

I’ve  delighted in playing cello and steel drum in different ensembles and orchestras through the years – live and on 
Zoom during Covid times.  Along my musical path, I’ve rocked to heavy metal of Metallica at ACL and  the Rolling Stones 
in Paris; I’ve delighted in playing  in pit orchestras for operas and musicals and in string quartets at weddings, receptions, 
and business launches.  I’ve had the privilege of hearing some of the greatest orchestras on this planet and some of the 
most incredible performances by world class musicians in concert halls, cathedrals, and dives.  

I can’t even began to count the musical memories added to my life in the years I’ve been a member of this club, the 
most recent being the music presented at our fall luncheon in October. Now that we have a YouTube channel, I can re-
live those memories: Melanie Richard’s exquisite Centennial composition, “Listening,” brilliantly interpreted by soprano 
Julia Snyder-Taylor;  Brian Grothues’ outstanding and memorable rendition of two favorite Debussy piano pieces; and 
Sheryl Goodnight’s dazzling flute performance of works by John Rutter.  

Yes, during this season of gratitude, I have every reason to be thankful. My life is definitely richer for all the music I’ve 
experienced in my 78 trips around the sun. My memory bank is full of musical treasures, and even better, the bank is 
always open for more deposits.  

President’s Musings 

   Angela Smith 
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P U B L I C  A P O L O GY  
 

1. I apologize for being a mean, demanding, and slightly obsessive Music Teacher. 

2. I will try to be nicer in the future 

3. 1&2 are lies. 

4. GO PRACTICE 

DISTRICT VI FALL CONFERENCE REPORT  
(by Marcia Edwards) 

 

TFMC District VI held its annual fall conference on Friday morning, October 20, in the comfortable parlor at 
the New Braunfels Presbyterian Church.  The meeting was hosted by the New Braunfels Music Study Club, and 
their president Robbie Borchers welcomed the 26 attendees.  Present from Music Club Austin were district 
president Virginia Kniesner, recording secretary Lois Armor, parliamentarian Angela Smith, and past district 
president Marcia Edwards. 

During the business meeting, officer reports were presented by treasurer John Issacks, president Virginia Kni-
esner and 2nd vice president Judy Gorrell.  Several club reports were also presented, including one from Angela 
Smith, our MCA president.  There followed a fairly lengthy discussion about providing a make-up opportunity 
for festival students who could not perform on the regularly scheduled festival date.  The consensus is that 
this issue should be decided amongst the festival teachers rather than at the district level. 

Volunteers are needed to research the history of District VI so that it can be included on the district website.  
Please let Virginia Kniesner know if you would be interested in helping with this project. 

Angela Smith shared our club’s new Vision and Mission statements. 

The memorial service included tributes to the following:  Sue Breuer, Kenneth Koock, Klaus Bichteler, Barbara 
Mjos, Nancy Young, Gary Hallock and Edith Knauer—all former members of Music Club Austin—and Mary 
Thomason from the Crownridge club. 

A musical interlude was beautifully performed by Mara Benitez on guitar with Karen Akkerman on cello.  Both 
Mara and Karen are members of the New Braunfels Music Study Club. 

Finally the congenial group of attendees enjoyed a tasty lunch of sandwiches, green salad, fresh fruit, potato 
salad and pretzels with several dessert choices.  The host club also served a delicious peach cobbler pastry be-
fore the meeting started. 

Be sure to check the District VI website at tfmcdistrict6.org for photos from this fall conference.  The minutes 
will also be posted on the website, once they have been approved. 
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Music 
Juhan Liiv 

 (Translated from the Estonian by H.L. Hix & Jui Talvet) 

It must be somewhere, the original harmony, 
Somewhere in great nature, hidden. 
Is it in the furious infinite, 
In distant stars’ orbits, 
Is it in the sun’s scorn, 
In a tiny flower, in tree gossip 
In heart music’s mother song 
Or in tears? 
It must be somewhere, immortality, 
Somewhere the original harmony must be found: 
How else could it infuse  
The human soul, 
That music? 

This poem is in the public domain.  

IN MEMORIAM   

Katherine Parmelee Race 

Kay, as she was known to everyone, enriched the lives of all who knew her for 
her exceptional kindness and generosity of spirit, her delightful personality, her 
joyful outlook on life, and her deep and abiding love of music. As a soulful and 
dedicated pianist, she was particularly admired for her exquisite interpretations 
of Brahms and Chopin. As a private piano teacher for over 70 years, Kay was 
beloved by several generations of piano students whom she inspired to make 
piano a lifelong passion, many of whom went on to professional music careers 
of their own. Kay Race was a longstanding member of the Austin District Music 
Teachers Association, where her students excelled in numerous competitive 
events. She was a loyal member of the Tuesday Morning Music Club and the 
Wednesday Morning Music Club, performing regularly at both of their monthly 
meetings. 
 

Born in Chicago on September 20, 1927 to a pianist mother, Kay and her brother Paul grew up surrounded by music. She 
and Paul flourished as scholarship students at the American Conservatory, winning numerous awards. Kay moved to 
Boulder, Colorado in 1945 to attend the University of Colorado, where she received her BM and MM in Piano Perfor-
mance and where she met the love of her life, pianist William Race. After marrying in 1949, they moved to various col-
lege towns throughout the country for Bill’s blossoming teaching career while Kay continued to teach and perform, rais-
ing their growing family and a succession of beloved big dogs. The Races had many delightful stays at their family’s sum-
mer cabins in Colorado and Wisconsin, as well as camping and hiking trips to mountain ranges beginning with the Rockies 
and North Cascades, then progressing to the Alps and ultimately the Himalayas. 
 

The Race family is holding a Celebration of Life for their mother at Susan’s home on Tuesday, Nov. 21 at 7 p.m., 12518 Enchanted 
Forest Dr., Austin, TX 78727. Please RSVP to Susan (512-422-0257 or sgroves88@gmail.com) 

mailto:sgroves88@gmail.com
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Austin Chamber Music Center   https://austinchambermusic.org/
concert-season/    MEMORY - A musical journey shared through 
the lens of Jewish and African American history and cul-
ture:  Friday, November 10 and Saturday, 11th.  
 
Austin Civic Orchestra   https://austincivicorchestra.org/
events/    Mexican Gems and Spanish Treasures:  Sunday, No-
vember 5th.  
 
Austin Classical Guitar   https://austinclassicalguitar.org/
events/    Live at The Rosette - Jeremy Jouve, Internationally-
acclaimed French guitarist:  Saturday, November 11th and Sun-
day, 12th.   Also  PLAY - Azul Barrientos & Friends:  Wednesday, 
November 15th and Thursday, 16th. 
 
Austin Jazz Society   https://austinjazzsociety.org   Jazz at St. 
James:  Friday, November 10th and Saturday, 11th.  
 
Austin Opera   https://austinopera.org/opera/
pagliacci/   PAGLIACCI - by composer Leoncavallo: Saturday, No-
vember 4th and Sunday, 5th.   
 
Austin Symphony   https://my.austinsymphony.org/events?
view=list   "Beethoven y Amigos" Symphony No. 6 and three 
other works performed by trumpeter, Mary Elizabeth Bowd-
en:  Friday, November 17th and Saturday, 18th. 
 
Austin Shakespeare   https://www.austinshakespeare.org/our-
season   EL CID by Pierre Corneille:  November 10th - 26th.  
 
Balcones Community Orchestra   https://
www.bcorchestra.org/   Bryan Hall, Dvorak - Violin Concer-
to:  Sunday, November 19th. 
 
Beerthoven   https://www.beerthoven.com/
upcomingshows    Carna-Fall (the music of Brazil and Argentina!) 
at Saengerrunde Hall:  Friday, November 17th and 19th.   Carna-
Fall at Esquina Tango:  Saturday, November 18th. 
 
Central Texas Philharmonic    https://
www.centraltexasphilharmonic.org/   Patriotic Pops - with 
Georgetown Rotary's Field of Honor to celebrate the patriotism 
and sacrifice of our armed forces:  Sunday, November 5th. 
 
Gilbert & Sullivan    https://www.gilbertsullivan.org/   Salon of 
the Roses: When Victoria Met Tudor (a salon concert in a private 
home) Sunday, October 29 
 
Inside Out Steelband    https://insideoutsteelband.org/category/
performances/     Fall Concert with Bowie High School Steelband 
and the McCallum High School Knights of Steel:  Wednesday, 
November 15th. 
 
Inversion Ensemble   https://www.inversionatx.org/upcoming-
events   The Bjork Songbook - music set for voices and chamber 
orchestra by local Austin composers.  Friday, October 27 and 
Saturday, 28. 
KMFA   https://www.kmfa.org/events   KMFA - Midday Concert 
Series and many area events are listed on their website. 
 

 

 

 

The Metropolitan Opera    On stage:  https://
www.metopera.org/season/2023-24-season/   On De-
mand:  https://www.metopera.org/season/on-demand/ 
The Met: Live in HD series of cinema transmissions brings live 
opera performances from the Metropolitan Opera stage to mov-
ie theaters worldwide.  Here is the schedule for Fall - Winter 
2023. 

October 21:  DEAD MAN WALKING (Met Premiere) 
Jake Heggie/Libretto by Terrance McNally 
 
November 18:  X: THE LIFE AND TIMES OF MALCOLM X (Met 
Premiere) Anthony Davis/Libretto by Thulani Davis 
 
December 9:  FLORENCIA EN EL AMAZONAS (Met Premiere) 
Daniel Catán/Libretto by Marela Fuentes-Berain 
 
Tapestry Singers     https://www.tapestrysingers.org/
upcoming/   She Believed She Could, So She Did:  Saturday, No-
vember 18th. 

 
Triple Take    Pyotr & the Wolf(gang)  Piano Trios by Tchaikovsky 
and Korngold -  Sunday, November 19th at First Presbyterian 
Church, 8001 Mesa Drive.   Donation at the door $10-30. 
 
UT Butler School of Music   https://music.utexas.edu/
events  MANY wonderful events on their website including But-
ler Opera Center's La Boheme  October 20th - 29th and Miro 
Quartet with Lara Downes, piano - Tuesday, November 7th. 
 
UT-Texas Performing Arts   https://texasperformingarts.org/
events   Many music and theater events!     

 
Lincoln Center Moments   https://www.lincolncenter.org/series/
accessibility-at-lincoln-center/s/Lincoln%20Center%
20Moments   This is a free performance-based program special-
ly designed for individuals with dementia and their caregiv-
ers.  This is a free online program and registration is re-
quired.   They have some wonderful upcoming events.  

The Long Center    
https://thelongcenter.org/upcoming-calendar/   John Malkovich 
in The Music Critic: A sardonic mix of the most evil critiques of 
the last centuries written about some of the greatest works of 
music.  Monday, October 23.  Also a full calendar of other 
events.  
 
Salon Concerts   
 https://www.salonconcerts.org/    
 
Texas Early Music Project    
https://www.early-music.org/2023-2024-season    
 
 
Williamson County Symphony Orchestra     
https://wilcosymphony.org/    
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