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2 0 2 4  H i g h  S c h o o l  C o n t e s t  W i n n e r s  
 a n d  M a y  L u n c h e o n  P e r f o r m e r s  

            By Mary Parse 

The contest for the Wilcox, Maurer, Rudd, and Putter Awards for 
High School Musicians was held on March 16, 2024 at Steinway 
Piano Gallery. We received 27 applications, and 26 of those appli-
cants performed at the contest.  The judges were Professor Co-
lette Valentine and Lecturer James Maverick, both of the Collabo-
rative Piano Faculty at U.T. Austin, and Paula Bird, violinist with 
the Austin Symphony Orchestra, violin and piano teacher, and 
long-time supporter of this contest. 

The First Place winner of the Maurer Contest for High School Sen-
iors was harpist Adalia Stiglich, of Cedar Park High School.  She 
began her music studies at age 4 on the piano, added harp at age 
7, and euphonium at age 11.  For the last seven years she has 
performed with band programs at Henry Middle School and Ce-
dar Park High School.  She has also performed with Austin Civic 
Orchestra, Austin Youth Orchestra, Starlight Symphony Orches-
tra, her local church, and in many small ensembles.  Her current 
teacher is Caroline Hales of California.  She plans to double major 
in music performance on harp and in biochemistry at either the 
University of North Texas or at Indiana University. 

The Putter Award for Second Place in the Maurer Contest went 
to Nadia Verlinsky, flutist, who is studying with Professor Ebonee 
Thomas of U.T. Austin.  Nadia was a Senior Division Winner in the 
Young Artist Competition of the Austin Flute Society in 2022, a 
Texas Music Educators Association All State Musician in 2022 and 
2023, and winner of the Vandegrift High School annual Solo Con-
test in 2022.  In addition, she was a semifinalist in the Philadelph-
ia International Music Festival Concerto competition in 2023.  She 
will be studying Flute Performance at the Royal Academy of Mu-
sic in London starting in September of 2024. 

First Place in the Wilcox Contest for High School for 9th through 
11th graders was awarded to pianist Josephine Chow, a freshman 
at Westwood High School. She has been playing piano for nine 
years, and she is currently studying with Alexander Malikov and 
Timothy Woolsey. She has been surrounded by music all her life, 
as her mother is also a piano teacher. She writes, “Music is a uni-
versal language that unites us all as humans, and there is no 
greater honor than to be able to share such an essential and 
beautiful aspect of life.”  

Josephine was the 2023 MTNA Junior division winner of Tex-
as.  She also won the Starlight Symphony Young Artists Competi-
tion, playing the Beethoven Third Concerto with them in 
March.  In 2022, she made her orchestral debut with the Las Co-
linas Symphony of Irving, Texas, playing the Grieg Concerto in A 
Minor under the baton of Geoffrey Simon.  In 2021, she won the 
gold medal at the International Chopin Youth Competition in 
Houston.  She has attended several summer piano institutes in 
which she participated in master classes and had private lessons 
with many distinguished pianists. 

Josephine hopes to become a concert pianist, and she also hopes 
to share music with underprivileged schools and raise funds to 
finance musical programs for youth. 

Second Place in the Wilcox Contest was awarded to sopho-
more Lerchen Zhong, who has been studying piano with Professor 
Kiyoshi Tamagawa of Southwestern University for the last four 
years.  Under Prof. Tamagawa, Lerchen has accomplished the 
following: 

 placed in the top three places of the Austin District Music 
Teachers Association Steinway Concerto Contest in 2020 
and 2022, 

 won first prize in the 2021 and 2022 ADMTA Scholarship 
Contests, and  

 won the Grand Prize in the 2023 Asian American  
Community Partnership Challenge Cup. 

Lerchen also plays violin. He won Honorable Mention in Music 
Club Austin’s Wilcox Contest in 2023 and was principal second 
violinist in the 2023 Texas Music Educators Association All-State 
Symphony Orchestra. 

In the future, he plans to continue his study with Dr. Tamagawa 
and participate in master classes and lessons with other distin-
guished musicians.  A particular goal for the future is to perform 
Rachmaninoff’s Rhapsody on a theme of Paganini with an orches-
tra. 

Winner of Honorable Mention and the Rudd Supplemental 
Award was tenor Jonathan Simon, a junior at Westwood High 
School.  Jonathan has studied voice with Stephen Maus for over 
five years, during which time he has received a “1” (top) ranking 
in every regional solo and ensemble competition he has en-
tered.  In 2023-24 he was first chair tenor in the TMEA All-State 
mixed choir, and he has been a region choir member for three 
years.  In 2023 he was a first place winner in the National Associ-
ation for Teachers of Singing (NATS) High School Musical Theatre 
Division. 

Jonathan is also a pianist. He has studied eight years with Dr. 
Gustavo Bianchi, winning numerous awards and contests.  In ad-
dition, he is studying violin and taking AP Music Theory. 

Jonathan expects music to be a lifelong pursuit, and he hopes to 
double major in music and biology in college.  He is also the co-
owner and founder of Euphony, a non-profit volunteer organiza-
tion that performs a variety of musical styles at nursing homes, 
assisted care living centers, and hospitals. 

http://musicclubaustin.org/


 

Editors: Marie White, Marcia Edwards, Joy Gooden   2 

2 0 2 4  H i g h  S c h o o l  C o n t e s t s  

M u s i c  C l u b  A u s t i n  

 

Final Results 

Maurer Award for 1st Place High School Senior: 

Adalia Stiglich, Harp - $3000.00 

Teacher: Caroline Hales 

Putter Award for 2nd Place High School Senior: 

Nadia Verlinsky, Flute - $2800.00 

Teacher: Ebonee Thomas 

Honorable Mention: 

Yochen Zhong, Cello 

Teacher: Hai Zheng Olefsky 

Peter Y Kim, Violin 

Teacher: William Dick 

Wilcox Awards for Ninth through Twelfth Graders: 

First Place: Josephine Chow, Piano - $2600.00 

Teachers: Connie Lam and Alexander Malikov 

Second Place: Lerchen Zhong, Piano - $2400.00 

Teacher: Kiyoshi Tamagawa 

Honorable Mention: 

Vincent Cao, Piano 

Teacher: Susan Groves 

Jonathan Simon, Tenor 

Teacher: Stephen Maus 

Jenny Thomas, Violin 

Teacher: Tim Washecka 

Rudd Supplemental Award for Outstanding Performance: 

Jonathan Simon, Tenor - $250.00 

 

Judges:  

Paula Bird, Violinist with Austin Symphony Orchestra 

Private Violin and Piano Teacher 

Colette Valentine, Assoc. Professor of Collaborative Piano, 

The University of Texas at Austin 

James Maverick, Lecturer in Collaborative Piano 

The University of Texas at Austin 
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I find myself prone to giddiness on certain occasions. I was definitely giddy when I walked down the 
aisle at my wedding 52 years ago. When I look through my telescope and see a hard-to-find deep 
sky object millions of light years away, I do a little giddy happy dance. I’ve felt that same giddiness 
when I’ve seen a spectacular meteor streak across the sky, felt snowflakes kiss my cheek in a moun-

tain meadow, embarked on a new travel adventure, heard a spectacular musical performance, or craved a snack and discovered an 
unopened bag of Cheetos in the cupboard. 

I confess I’m also feeling a little giddy about turning over the reins of leadership of Music Club Austin to our able and talented pres-
ident-elect Beth Moreno. I know Beth will continue to lead this organization in the forward direction you supported over this last 
biennium. 

And when I think of all this club has accomplished over these last 24 months, I can’t help but feel a new spell of giddiness coming 
on. 

As your outgoing president, forgive me for looking back with a little bit of pride over what this club has accomplished over the past 
two years.  And you, the members, did it.  Your support led this organization into a new era.  Here’s a list of what you accomplished: 

 You changed our name to one more fitting and appropriate for these times. And you approved a new logo to go with it.   

 You adopted a vision statement and mission statement.  And you might say that we became more inclusive by using that mission 
statement as our club’s  invocation  at monthly meetings.  Thanks to your not wanting us to limit ourselves to what was recom-
mended in the traditional music club song book, we now have better music to open our programs.  

 Led by Chair Carolyn McColloch, our Centennial committee coordinated a successful celebration of our 100th Year in 2023.  The 
birthday party and Centennial luncheon where we heard a premiere performance of a special Centennial work by our member 
composer Melanie Richards and  the monthly history lessons from Beth Moreno plus the two slide shows she and Kit Thompson 
put together were a just a few highlights. Plus, we have a updated history book. We also have proclamations from the Austin 
mayor and our governor to commemorate this once-in-a-100-years occasion.  

 For the first time in many years, we had orientation programs  for new members as well as seasoned ones. At the first we were  
educated on using our website carefully maintained by our talented communication chair Pat Yingst.  Our second orientation 
was hosted by our new collaborative partner, Armstrong Community Music School.  What a wonderful way to start off that part-
nership! 

 You were responsible for much needed changes in our yearbook. We transferred much of that material to our website and in-
stead of including program information, which was usually changed by the time a program was scheduled, we now have printed 
programs for each meeting. Thanks to Linda Tietz for doing that. 

 You’re responsible for our now having a YouTube channel.  Brian Grothues put that together for us, and Elise Ragland has done 
an outstanding job in taking over as our videographer. That’s in addition to her being the best house manager anyone could pos-
sibly have.   

 We ventured outside the box on programming with a panel discussion featuring noted singer/songwriter Carrie Rodriguez and  
violinist Warren Hood and some great performing collaborations such as Greg Shields and Ruby Smith.   

 Your support made it possible to establish our first collaborative partnership with Armstrong Community Music School, opening 
the doors for expanding our footprint in the community and increasing support and exposure for the work we do to advance 
advocacy for music and music education.  

These are just a few of the innovations you made possible to move Music Club Austin, holding the proud legacy of Wednesday Morn-
ing Music Club and our past leaders,  into the future.  I guess you could say we’re definitely not your grandmother’s music club any 
longer.  

Thank you for allowing me to be part of this grand adventure. It’s been an honor to be your president.  Uh oh,  I feel another attack 
of giddiness coming on.  

President’s Musings 

   Angela Smith 



 

Editors: Marie White, Marcia Edwards, Joy Gooden   4 

The program committee encourages out of the box suggestions  

(book reviews, panels, etc.)  

and even  

REQUESTS for any kind of programming or topic  

club members might be interested in hearing about.   

No guarantees that it can be secured,  

but the committee is anxious to know what people are thinking . . . 

Submit your ideas or proposal at the link below. 

 https://musicclubaustin.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/04/Program-proposal-2024-2025-

fillable.pdf 
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My birthplace was St. Louis, Missouri, but I was raised in industrial Granite City, Illinois ( a very nice 
place to be from).  

Although my parents did not play any instruments, it was important to them that we have a piano in 
our home, that my sister and I take lessons, and that we participate in band. I was the piano student 
who was still on book 2 after a year of weekly lessons and faithful practicing.  I played flute in middle 
school and oboe through high school. My effort could be classified as stellar, but there comes a time 

when one realizes that the God gift was not bestowed on me.  

During junior high and high school, I sang in the Dewey Avenue Methodist Church choir, a group of about 15 persons. My friend Shei-
la was assigned to stand next to me and to sing in my ear. Later, when 20 years old, I was told that I sing “just a little bit off.” This has 
been confirmed on several occasions. 

I attended Southern Illinois University in Edwardsville, Illinois and received an associate’s degree in accounting. After college I worked 
in Tulsa, Oklahoma for a small oil and gas company.  Then I moved to Houston and worked for a small CPA firm for six years.  After six 
years of work experience, I took and passed the CPA exam. I stepped out of the workplace to raise our family.  After our last child left 
for college, I was employed for 10 years as the controller at St. Gabriel’s Catholic School in Austin.  I also worked occasionally during 
tax season.  Now I’m retired.  

My husband Gary is a family practice physician. We have 5 children and 8 grandchildren. All of our children took music lessons from 
first or second grade through middle school—piano, violin, viola, and guitar. All of them can carry a tune—I think. 

I have always loved music—all kinds. It’s  hard for me to sit still when listening to music. Music makes my heart smile and just makes 
me feel good. 

Linda Piefer 

MEMBER HIGHLIGHT 

 I was born and raised in the dusty west Texas town of Lamesa.  Even though it was small, it 
boasted a large number of very talented people.  Among them was my piano teacher, Lavoy 
Miller.  I began studying piano in the second grade - the perfect time, so it was 
thought.  Between Lavoy and my very determined mother, I continued with lessons through 
high school.  At Trinity University I studied piano for a semester, but declined making it my 
major.  As an adult I’ve continued to play and learn new pieces. 

 Some favorites include works by Chopin, Mozart, Elgar, Satie, and Schubert.  In October 
2021, on two consecutive Sunday afternoons, a friend and I performed the Schubert Fanta-
sie in F major for 4 hands .  We had 25-30 friends and family each time.  It was quite the 
undertaking, but well worth it.  I’ve also played for church services, weddings, receptions, 
and salons.   

My other musical love is sacred choral music.  I have had the privilege of singing in some 
fantastic choirs with outstanding conductors.  My favorite memory is singing in the choir at 
First Methodist - Austin (under the leadership of Lanier Bayliss) for several years.  I’m con-
vinced we did the finest choral music ever written. 

I retired in 2017, having practiced clinical social work and office management for a psychia-
trist in a drug and alcohol treatment center.  Very interesting work! 

Today my husband, Duncan, and I live in Rollingwood.  We are active members of Tarrytown 
UMC.  Between us we have 3 adult children and 6 grands.  I lost my daughter, Sarah, in 2007 from cancer. 

Coincidentally, both my children took piano from two of your distinguished members - Linnea Smith and Louise Thompson! 

It feels so good to be in the company of you fine people at Music Club Austin.  I leave feeling uplifted! 

Susan Ashworth 
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MCA Fields Classical Music Trivia Team 

On April 10, the club fielded a 6-person team (Angela and Charles 
Smith, Pat Yingst, Kathryn Govier and friend, Beth Moreno) at 
KMFA’s Classical Music Trivia Night held at the Brewtorium Brew-
ery and Kitchen on Airport Boulevard. We didn’t bring home the 
illustrious “Beethoven Bust” but we made a respectable showing 
in a challenging competition. 

We had signed in as “Music Club Austin” but soon realized that 
part of the fun was to have generated a funny or outlandish 
name for your team.  That night’s winner was “Toot Your Own 
Longhorn.”  We’ll get more imaginative next time! 

Hosted by KMFA’s Education and Outreach Coordinator, Emilio 
Alvarez, it was also UT night which meant that Jerry Junkin, Direc-
tor of the UT Wind Ensemble, and the Butler School’s recent hire, 
trombonist Joseph Alessi, both assisted with the Master of Cere-
monies duties. 

As for the contest itself, there were 14 fill-in-the blank questions, 
a listening section and a devilish matching exercise.  Most of us 
remember “matching exercises” in school as benefitting from the 
process of elimination but in this instance, although the compos-
ers were all familiar (Fauré, Prokofiev, Bizet, Mahler, etc.) the 
compositions were not.  They were all work the composers had 
done as students in their respective conservatories, meaning that 
every prelude, concerto, quartet, etc. was labelled either “No. 1” 
or in some instances featured a title now lost in the mists of his-
tory (such as the “Faust and Helena Cantata”). The fill-in-the-
blank answers ranged from Chick Corea to Walter Bruno and 
even if we groaned when we learned the right responses, it was 
all in good fun. 

In honor of Alessi’s 40-year career with the New York Philhar-
monic, many items drew heavily from Leonard Bernstein trivia (as 
in what was the ONLY film, not musical, Bernstein scored and 
what is the composition the Philharmonic traditionally performs 
without a conductor . . .answers below),   

Clearly, with such wide-ranging questions, we 
could do with as many club members as possible 
helping us make better educated guesses.  The 
invitation/challenge is ON!  Every second Wednes-
day of the month at the Brewtorium.  Arrive by 
6:30 and order your “adult beverage” and pub 
grub. (Personally, I can vouch for the tastiness of 
the soft pretzel with cheddar dip.)  Next time we 
might enter as the “BACH-ANNALS”  See you there! 

 

DUETING at the TRAIN STATION 

Marcia Edwards shared an anecdote  at our April 
meeting regarding her encounter with a mystery 
duet partner in the Glasgow train station? ( She 
was conscientiously trying to prepare for her Scott 

Joplin rag performance with Kathryn Govier at the upcoming 
April meeting.)   

George had the great presence of mind to record it and Brian 
has now posted it on our YouTube channel.  (Brian told me he 
had heard this same gloved guy playing a year earlier in the sta-
tion, so he must be something of a fixture.)  Not only is he 
gloved, but he STANDS while he plays! 

Here is a link so you can view it. Let's see if we can make this 
thing go viral! https://youtu.be/Ou58gEO9Gmw?si=JLtQE9CpWihqqERT 

 

FOND FAREWELL 

Active members since 2008, Suzy Gallagher and Kit Thompson 
are moving to New Orleans at the end of the summer.  Suzy was 
born in NOLA and says that she is "going home."  Their new resi-
dence will be in the Garden District.  Suzy invites us to "Come 
visit."   

Greta Gutman, a member since 1993, is also leaving Austin.  She 
is relocating at the end of May to St. Paul, Minnesota, where her 
two daughters live.  Greta reports that she moved to Austin from 
Minnesota in 1984, so she is also "going home." 

These three members have made significant contributions to our 
club.  Kit has been our devoted photographer, Suzy has been very 
active leading the Hospitality Committee and planning our social 
events, and Greta has served in a number of club positions--
Membership Chair and Parliamentarian come to mind.  We have 
enjoyed Greta's piano skills and Suzy and Kit's great duets! 

We will miss you all!   

 

MEMBER NEWS 
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May and the Poets  

by James Henry Leigh Hunt (1784–1859)  

Leigh Hunt was an English critic, essayist and poet who was instrumental in  
introducing the poetry of John Keats, Percy Bysshe Shelley, Robert Browning  

and Alfred Lord Tennyson to the public. 

There is May in books forever; 
May will part from Spenser never; 

May’s in Milton, May’s in Prior, 
May’s in Chaucer, Thomson, Dyer; 

May’s in all the Italian books:– 
She has old and modern nooks, 

Where she sleeps with nymphs and elves, 
In happy places they call shelves, 

And will rise and dress your rooms 
With a drapery thick with blooms. 

Come, ye rains, then if ye will, 
May’s at home, and with me still; 

But come rather, thou, good weather, 
And find us in the fields together. 

Song on May Morning  

by John Milton (1608 - 1674) 

Now the bright morning Star, Day’s harbinger, 
Comes dancing from the East, and leads with her 
The Flowery May, who from her green lap throws 

The yellow Cowslip, and the pale Primrose. 
Hail bounteous May that dost inspire 
Mirth and youth, and warm desire, 

Woods and Groves, are of thy dressing, 
Hill and Dale, doth boast thy blessing. 

Thus we salute thee with our early Song, 
And welcome thee, and wish thee long. 

T h e s e   p o e m s  a r e  i n  t h e  p u b l i c  d o m a i n .   
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Armstrong School of Music    https://www.acmsaustin.org/
calendar.aspx?start_date=05%2f01%2f24   Check their calendar for May 
events. 
 
Arts On Alexander    https://www.artsonalexander.org/events    
 
Austin Chamber Music Center    https://austinchambermusic.org/
concert-season/   A look at their upcoming 2024-2025 Season.   Summer 
Music Festival concerts should be posted soon.   
 
Austin Civic Orchestra    https://austincivicorchestra.org/events/   Tri-
umph of the Creative Spirit - A concert to end our indoor season:  Sun-
day, May 12th. 
 
Austin Classical Guitar    https://austinclassicalguitar.org/
events/   Duo Mantar - In partnership with the Austin Chamber Music 
Festival:  Saturday, June 22nd. 
 
Austin Jazz Society    https://austinjazzsociety.org/   Check out the 
monthly 2024 Concert Season calendars for concerts at Chez Zee in 
Austin and the Jazz in Georgetown series.   
 
Austin Opera    https://my.austinopera.org/events   
 
Austin Symphony    https://my.austinsymphony.org/events?
view=list   Piazzolla's "Cuatro estaciones portenas"  performed by a fan-
favorite, violinist Francisco Fullana.  AND also Dvorak's "In Nature's 
Realm” and more:  Friday, May 17th and Saturday, 18th.  
 
Austin Shakespeare    https://www.austinshakespeare.org/our-
season   ROMEO AND JULIET: May 23rd-June 9th.  
 
Balcones Community Orchestra    https://www.bcorchestra.org/   The 
McCain Trio performing Gershwin and Sachse.  The Orchestra will also 
perform Mozart:  Sunday, May 19th. 
 
Central Texas Philharmonic    https://
www.centraltexasphilharmonic.org/   Elvis is in the Building:  Saturday, 
May 18th.  Also Texas State Piano Festival at Texas State Universi-
ty:  Saturday, June 8th. 
 
Chorus Austin    https://www.chorusaustin.org/events-
calendar.html   Summer Pops Concert - POPS, Come to the Caba-
ret:  Saturday, June 1st and Sunday 2nd. 
 
Conspirare    https://www.conspirare.org/tickets/  My Heart Be Brave - 
Singing and poetry that inspires courage for living in these times: Friday, 
May 17th. 
 
Gilbert & Sullivan    https://www.gilbertsullivan.org/   The Yeoman of 
the Guard: June 7 - 16th. 

Inversion Ensemble    https://www.inversionatx.org/upcoming-
events   Adelina the Jester - A chamber oratorio inspired by the Domes-
day book:  Saturday, June 22nd and Sunday 23rd.   
 
INVOKE Quartet    https://www.invokesound.com/tour   Here Be Mon-
sters, featuring Invoke and other Austin music creators - A five-hour 
show of Austin's indie-classical music scene:  Saturday, May 27th. 

KMFA    https://www.kmfa.org/events   Many wonderful events includ-
ing their Midday Concert Series. Classical LIVE Piano - An all woman 
show with Brianna Conrey: Friday, May 10th.   Also information about 
There Be Monsters - a celebration of Austin's indie-classical groups: 
Saturday, May 25th and Sunday, May 26th.  https://www.kmfa.org/
pages/4738-tetractys-new-music-here-be-monsters-2024-win-passes  
 
Lady Bird Johnson Wildflower Center    https://www.wildflower.org/
featured-events   Tuesday Twilights - featuring live music, food trucks 
and art.   
 
The Long Center    https://thelongcenter.org/upcoming-
calendar/  Many great concerts and shows.  Plus Ballet Austin's - The 
Sleeping Beauty (with The Austin Symphony): May 10th, 11th and 
12th.  For some reason this isn't showing on Austin Ballet's website. 
 
The Metropolitan Opera    On stage:  https://www.metopera.org/
season/2023-24-season/   On Demand:  https://www.metopera.org/
season/on-demand/ 
 
Tapestry    https://www.tapestrysingers.org/upcoming/   Look Up - A 
night of songs that inspire us and remind us to enjoy the wonders 
above: Saturday, May 11th.  
 
Texas Early Music Project    https://www.early-music.org/2023-2024-
season   ITALIA MIA - Diverse voices of the late Renaissance: Saturday, 
May 11th and Sunday, May 12th. 
 
Triple Take    Concert  "Frankly my dear..." Trios by Louise Farrenc, 
Frank Bridge, and Frank Martin.  Performed by Javier Chaparro, violin; 
Maimy Fong, piano;  Liz Lee, cello. Sunday, May 19th at First Presbyteri-
an Church (8001 Mesa Drive).  Reservations not required.  Suggested 
Donation $10-30.    
 
UT Butler School of Music    https://music.utexas.edu/events   Events 
and concerts—many of them FREE. 
 
UT-Texas Performing Arts    https://texasperformingarts.org/
events   Many fun events and concerts including Hauser: Rebel With A 
Cello:  Tuesday, June 18th.  
 
Williamson County Symphony Orchestra    https://wilcosymphony.org/
concerts/   Spring Concert: Friday May 17th and Saturday, May 18th.  
 
Zach Scott Theatre    https://zachtheatr1stg.wpenginepowered.com/
shows-events/2023-24-season-2/    The Lehman Trilogy: June 19th - July 
7th.  And BEAUTIFUL - Carole King: July 31st - September 8th.    
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